
HSC ENGLISH 2021



2021 CURRICULUM: A REVISED FOCUS

2021 is the third year of the reformed HSC examination and revised Stage 6 English 
syllabus. 

https://educationstandards.nsw.edu.au/wps/portal/nesa/about/initiatives/stronger-
hsc-standards

The changes were designed to help motivate and challenge students to achieve at their 
highest possible level, reduce excessive stress and give students more skills and career 
options. -NESA

 Fewer formal assessments

 Less predictable HSC questions designed to address plagiarism and deter students    
from memorising pre-prepared responses.

https://educationstandards.nsw.edu.au/wps/portal/nesa/about/initiatives/stronger-hsc-standards


A RENEWED FOCUS ON 
HIGHER ORDER THINKING SKILLS



PEDAGOGICAL APPROACHES



WHAT WORKS BEST RESEARCH

https://www.cese.nsw.gov.au/publications-filter/what-works-best-2020-update

https://www.cese.nsw.gov.au/publications-filter/what-works-best-2020-update


2021 CURRICULUM: A REVISED STAGE 6 FOCUS

Year 12 Curriculum Changes

 Common Module: (A) The Merchant of Venice/(S) Past the Shallows

 Module A: (A) Plath and Hughes/ (S) The Castle

 Module B: (A) Ishiguro OR Austen/ (S) Robert Gray

 Module C: The Craft of Writing







HOW CAN YOU SUPPORT YOUR CHILD?

Encourage a 
growth mindset



TERM 2



STANDARD
MODULE C



THE CRAFT OF WRITING

What techniques has Judith Wright used to shape meaning and how can I improve my 
writing by mastering these techniques?



TERM 2



STANDARD MODULE B: CLOSE STUDY



TERM 2



ADVANCED MODULE A TEXTS





TREAT THE POEM AS PROBLEMATIC KNOWLEDGE

Origin

Motivation

Audience

Context

Perspective

Textual integrity- Students engage in detailed textual analysis of the poem

Textual Conversation- Plath

= Big Idea



“DADDY” SYLVIA PLATH

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=otRo3y-71Oo&t=217s

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=otRo3y-71Oo&t=217s


ENCOURAGE STUDENTS TO EXTEND AND REFINE 
THEIR KNOWLEDGE AT HOME. 



ENCOURAGE REGULAR REVISION

Focus on key concepts

Represent information in mind maps or graphic organisers

Complete assigned reading and writing tasks

Extend and refine ideas



WHY IS REVISION IMPORTANT?



OVERCOMING THE CURVE



THE CORNELL METHOD



THREE STEP REPRESENTATION METHOD

Step 1 



THREE STEP METHOD

Step 2 

 Develop big ideas

 Explain how they work in the text

 Use textual evidence to build support 

for the big ideas.

 Use subheadings and dot points



THREE STEP METHOD

Step 3-Substantive Writing

Write structured paragraphs using the TEEEV method

 Topic sentence or thesis statement. This is your ‘big idea’.

 Explain and/or develop your idea. This might include a reference to context.

 Example and Effect. Build support for your idea by evaluating judiciously selected     
textual evidence.

 Validate the inclusion of your evidence.



THANK YOU
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