
Year 8
Parent Learning group

Term 1, Week 6 2022



PLG Focus

▪ Important Dates

▪Welcome to Year 8 – an organisational focus

▪ Assessment Program and Study Support

▪ Learning Reflections – Looking Back and Forward

▪Our School Directions for 2022

▪ KLA presentations Science and English for Year 8

▪ Year 8 Year Advisor Mr Mitch Jones



Upcoming Dates





Year 8

New classes

Settling in well 

Electives and choice 

Guidance Focus Term 1

Leaders

High Expectations



Have 
you had 
a look?

Organisation/Goal Setting/Using Diary

Suggest  sharing 
once a week

GET IT OUT 
THERE AND 
VISIBLE!



Day by day recording of 
things to do, H/W, 

reminders

Place to record, review and 
reset goals –AFFIRMING 

Term Planner, School 
Calendar, School term by 

term.

Policies, Study Tips, Proof 
Reading, Referencing 

Guidelines

How successful is it? Are they 
marking it off, transferring dates…..

Time Management!

Revisit GOALS – discuss them, 
amend them, LET THEM GROW, 

Celebrate achievements!

Let this be your record – transfer 
all assessment dates, excursions 
and events…. THEN ONTO HOME 

CALENDAR

Also for you as a guide –
reinforce prior to submission ➔
may provide a new focus or 

direction



Organisation Focus

A Learning Space – Co-
design. Harder to build as 

each year passes!

POSTERS
CHECKLISTS

GOALS

Move dates and 
deadlines along – part of 

a plan.

Reaching GOALS – don’t just have 
them, how will you get from A➔B

Revisit – RENEW, REDO 
➔ IMPRINT!

Daily /Weekly MOODLE 
Check

Summaries 
WEEKLY Update

PACK for 
TOMORROW

Set time and Plan

SHARE YOUR PLAN 
FOR THE WEEK

It’s OK not to achieve a 
target…re set the target

HOW 
EFFECTIVE 
WAS LAST 
YEAR?



Assessment Calendar 2020Assessment Calendars

Issued  last Wednesday (purple)

Forward Planning Tool (may vary slightly)

Indicates weeks of tasks, not days or 
details

Notifications with task outline issues a 
minimum of two weeks prior to date ➔
diary, fridge…..share the love!

Awareness exercise

Be ready to receive notifications – time to 
ask



Do the transfer!



Time to Reflect…

Year 7 Learning Reflection

Year 8 Learning Reflection

Year 9 IBL Presentations

Year 12 Pre Academic Review meetings and Academic Review 
meetings

Encourage Mentors – your role in the junior years



Learning Reflections Small Group Interaction and 
sharing – supportive, 

positive suggestions and 
commentsThe beginning of a process examining

What can I do?

What can’t I 
do?

What goals do I 
need to set?

How can I do 
better?

Task reflections, goals set 
and shared and identifying 
strengths and areas for 
development in learning 
and task management

Feedback sheets generally outlined what 
was shared, discussed and how they 

interacted. Did they discuss with you??



LEARNING 
REFLECTIONS 
Outcomes



Building Habits in Study

› Regular review of the learning completed 
in class and making. 

› Try to engage both the Left Brain and 
Right Brain for maximum impact

› Left Brain – tunes into logical step-by-
step teaching and learning such as the 
teachers notes.

› Right Brain looks for patterns and 
connections and relevance to your world.

› Suggest  students combine notes, 
colours, visuals, mind mapping, graphic 
organisers – prompts on the wall!

Time to start distinguishing between homework and 
study

https://www.bing.com/images/search?view=detailV2&ccid=j7ddTOzh&id=DC0EB6F9636269ACA304AE68C3BB0513E2AA7224&thid=OIP.j7ddTOzhqe2YyWWI57hAyQHaEK&mediaurl=http://cdn-media-2.lifehack.org/wp-content/files/2014/09/bestworststudyhabits.jpg&exph=540&expw=960&q=study+habits&simid=608051454463249250&selectedIndex=7


Study Strategies – combat the curve of forgetting!

› Repeating

› Differing approaches

› Exchanging Ideas

› Summary Cards 

› Use their phone – voice recorder

› Rhyme and Routine

› Acronyms

› Posters / Diagrams

“Minds are like 

Study strategies, editing tips and time management tips in school 
diary

Minds are like parachutes, they only function when 
open“ – Thomas Dewar



STUDY CHECKLIST

› Environment  - Not on the bed or in front of the TV!

› Create a place now – build pride

› Minimise Distractions

› Organised space

› Plan your study session – is there a  set time each night

› TO DO List or planning list (share it!)

› 30 mins focussed study a night – perhaps pick a subject a 
night (can increase over time)

› It is about building the habit not a “must do”!

› NO PHONES

“ All things good to know are difficult to learn” Greek 
Proverb



LEADERSHIP PASSPORTS



LEADERSHIP CHALLENGES
› There a five Leadership Challenges students need to engage in.

Challenge 1 – School Carnivals - attend and participate in the swimming, athletics and cross-country 
carnivals

Challenge 2 – Academic Achievement - attain 20 merit certificates for Junior Leadership Passport

Challenge 3 – School Representation and Service, which may include activities such as debating, choir, 
band, SRC, sports, competitions etc. Two areas of service need to be completed for the Junior 
Challenge.

Challenge 4 – Community and/or School Service, where students volunteer their time for the benefit 
of others. This may include Clean Up Australia Day, Red Shield Appeal, library service, blood 
donations, coaching teams, Landcare etc. One area of service to be completed for the Junior 
Challenge.

Challenge 5 – Attitude and Commitment, the relevant Deputy Principal signs off on the student’s 
outstanding work ethic, uniform, attendance and behavior.







School Planning 2021 - 2024







Our Challenge
May have 
many

Developed 
through training, 

practise, 
repetition

These impact on how we show or  develop 
talents



› What are they on?

› When are they on?

› How much do we know? 

› How can we help?

SMART PHONE  

TABLETS    

LAPTOP





EMPHASISE RESPONSIBLE USE

› Digital Footprint / Profile follows us

› Illegal transmission of  inappropriate images

› Once it is deleted, it isn’t deleted

› Block, shut out, defriend

› Think before they post

OPEN Communication is the key
Responsible usage 

DON’T DRIVE IT UNDERGROUND



KLA – English - Mrs Angela Colbert



Science 







Jane.crooks1@det.nsw.edu.au

Thankyou for attending.

Please forward your feedback and areas you would like covered in 

future PLGs to me via email.


