
 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

— 

 

 

Merewether High School Bulletin 

Dates to Remember 

 

Mon 17/12 

 Y10 Assembly 

9:00am 

 Y9 Assembly 

11:00am 

 

Tues 18/12 

 Y8 Assembly 

9:00am 

 Y7 Assembly 

11:00am 

 

Wed 19/12 

 Presentation 
Assembly 
10:30am 

 

 

 

Principal’s Report 

 
My 2018 has been a rich and rewarding year at Merewether High School and one where 
our school community has flourished. I would like to take this opportunity to thank the 
amazing staff, both our teaching and admin staff who work tirelessly behind the scenes 
whist always smiling! There never seems a down time and I wish them a marvellous and 
restful vacation, well deserved at the end of this school year. Our parents, carers and 
community supporters are always there to offer their support. To our P&C and canteen 
volunteers through to the parents involved in showcases, panels and parent learning 
groups, I thank you personally for your interest, input and support and I would like to 
acknowledge the value we place on our collaborative relationship with you. 

Mrs Rippon will return as our Principal for 2019 and I have enjoyed my time leading our 
wonderful school. It has been a frantic year of School Planning, Internal Assessment and 
External Validation, managing a new finance system whist maintaining the focus on 
delivering an excellent educational experience for our students. There have been some 
major structural changes with the completion of our Admin upgrade, establishment of 
Futsal all-weather courts and the purchase of new lockers, our electronic sign and fan in 
the hall. More than these physical items, I am proud of the growth in learning in our 
targeted areas of ‘Writing for Audience’ and the use of Thinking Skills to challenge our 
students. Our Wellbeing programs have fostered a safe, supported learning environment 
where students understand and “own” their own learning journey. 

Our new school leadership team has been active in community events with Captains and 
Vice - Captains attending both the GRIP leadership forum and also the White Ribbon Day 
Breakfast recently. Our Prefect group led the school recently in pledging our support to 
the strong message of White Ribbon, to Stand Up, Speak Out and Act to prevent men’s 
violence against women. Prior to our last assembly the prefects issued all students with a 
White Ribbon to wear proudly as a show of our school’s ongoing support. 
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We will see some staff changes at the end of 2018. Ms Taber, a long serving Humanities staff member 
has taken a transfer to Belmont High and Mr Bailey from our Maths faculty will take up a position at 
Gosford High school to be closer to his family. We welcome two new staff Ms Gabi Borelli in Humanities 
and Mr Mitchell Jones in the Maths staff. Ms McRae from PDHPE will take some leave to travel next year 
and Mr Morrissey will join us for 2019 in that faculty area. I would like to thank Mr Bailey, Ms Taber and 
Ms McRae for their continued efforts and hard work for our students over the years and welcome our new 
staff for 2019. 

Over the past few weeks our Year 7 and 8 students have been involved in the Learning Reflection 
program, engaging in small group interviews to discuss and reflect on their learning growth. I have been 
impressed with the maturity and honesty shown as students shared facts of their personal goals and steps 
they had taken to improve their skills and understanding. Equally as impressive were the IBL Panel 
meetings which allowed Year 9 students to showcase their personal projects they managed with the help 
of a real world contact. I would like to thank the parent volunteers and Year 8 students who were part of 
the panel process as well and I am sure it was both informative and enjoyable. Many of these IBL Projects 
will be on show at our IBL EXPO on Friday 14th December in the Learning Centre. 

 

At this point I would like to take a snapshot of some of the fantastic student achievements both within and 
outside of our school sphere. My sincere congratulations goes to; 

Our group of students strongly involved in the 100th anniversary of Remembrance Day at Gregson Park. 
Adrian Harrod of Year 10 represented 316 SQN Australian Air Force Cadets while Eben Taylor and Alex 
Plotnikoff of Year 11 continued their involvement in remembrance ceremonies, Alex delivering a stirring 
piece about the significance of remembrance.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sharvil Kesarwani of Year 11 who continues to excel on the national and International 
stage in Mathematics recently receiving the “Best in State Award” and a Gold Medal 
in the Australian Mathematics Competition. Added to this, his elite representation in 
the national team for the International Maths Olympiad demonstrates Sharvil’s 
excellence in all aspects of mathematics.  
 

Sarah Pickering and Jessica Richardson of Year 9 ensured we achieved a rare 
feat of having two students attend national championships as they competed in 
the National All Schools Athletics in Cairns in early December. Sarah qualified  
after outstanding results in Athletics at a State and CHS level in the 800m and 
1500m while Jess Richardson competed in the Javelin having placed 1st at the 
NSW Championships.  
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Kaiya King was recently awarded a NSW CHS sporting blue for 
Trampolining sports in a ceremony at Sydney’s ANZ stadium where 
Kaiya was recognised for his expertise and ongoing contribution to 
trampolining sports. Last week Kaiya was once again recognised 
for his excellence with the award of a Hunter Regional Sporting 
Blue. 

Mitch Robinson Currently Overseas with the National Water 
polo side, Mitch named Hunter Region Sportsman of the Year at the recent Hunter Sports Awards 

Teyja Abel, Kaiya King, Narveen Richardson and Caleb Hopping were awarded Hunter Sporting 
Blues at the Regional Presentation 

Makenzi Harvey continues to excel in hockey both as a player and match official recently being 
selected to referee at the national championships in January  

Evina Yadav of Year 10 placed first in the Elemore Vale Lions Youth of the year competition with 
Lily Francis of Year 9 awarded “Best Speaker of the Evening”. Evina continued her outstanding 
representation outside of school competing in the State Finals of the UN Youth Voice Competition where 
she was selected to represent NSW in the National Competition in Perth next year. 

George McNamara who recently attended the Junior State Debating Championships at the 
University of Sydney for 3 days. 

Congratulations to Bailey Proud (Year 12 2018) on his success at the recent 
Lifesaving World Championships that were held in Adelaide, South Australia 
from 16 November to 2 December 2018. As a member of the Australian 
National Youth team Bailey medalled in 4 events. He was awarded: 
Bronze Medals in both the Rescue Tube Rescue and the Manikin Lifesaver 
Relay and Silver Medals in both the Lifesaver Relay and the Overall Point 
Score. 
 

A talented swimmer and surf lifesaver, Bailey is someone to keep an eye out for in the 
future. 
 

 

It has been my absolute pleasure to work with our staff, students and school community over the last 12 
months.  I wish you all a safe and happy holiday. Throughout next week we will take the time to celebrate 
the many successes of our students this year, commencing with Years 10 and 9 Presentations on 
Monday, Years 8 and 7 Presentations on Tuesday and our celebrations culminating on Wednesday 19th 
December with our Annual Presentation Day Assembly commencing at 10:30am. The P&C will provide 
morning tea after the assembly in the Learning Centre. Please come along and join us in celebrating the 
outstanding efforts of our students. 
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Social Science  

Term 4 has been a busy time for the Social Science faculty with students offered a range of extracurricular 
activities that enhance the learning experience of students at Merewether High School. Students 
undertaking Social Science subjects in the HSC in 2018 achieved considerable success. Business Studies, 
Legal Studies, Geography and Economics students have all worked hard completing their coursework and 
have finally sat their last HSC exam. The constant flow of students through the staffroom is a testament to 
the dedication of staff in supporting these students providing additional feedback, marking practice papers 
or acting as mentors guiding the students through the challenges of finishing school and embracing their 
futures. I want to acknowledge and thank the staff who have supported all of these activities and whose 
dedication forms the basis of the strong cooperative relationship that has developed between staff and 
students in the faculty. 

Business Studies - In Business Studies, students are working on the first of the Key Business 
Functions, Operations for the HSC course. For this term, the students have been adopting the role of  
‘operations managers’ to consider the practical strategies, processes and influences on this essential 
business function through contemporary business case studies. Students have selected an individual case 
study that they will investigate over the course of the year to deepen their understanding of business 
concepts. Currently, students are determining the best strategy to achieve a competitive advantage in the 
relevant market of their chosen business. 

Legal Studies - Legal Studies students have enthusiastically launched into their investigation of 
the criminal justice system. The HSC course provides students with an opportunity to apply their 
understanding of key legal concepts and consider the effectiveness of the legal system in achieving justice 
for individuals and society. Term four has focused on exploring the role of the police investigating crime 
and the trial process. Students will need to be active in reviewing the media to ensure they are up to date 
with current legislation and new cases that test the laws.  

Students enjoyed the talk by Mr Marc Riviere, a criminal barrister who gave up his time to speak to our 
students about the trial process and his various roles as a police officer, solicitor and more recently 
criminal barrister. 

Geography - Students have commenced their HSC studies looking at Ecosystems at Risk – a very 
contemporary global issue. The topic examines the functioning of ecosystems, the stresses placed on 
them through natural occurrences and more significantly through human activities, and the ability of the 
ecosystems to recover from those stresses. Two ecosystems are studied in detail, and as with all of the 
HSC topics, fieldwork will be undertaken to assist students’ understanding of the subject. 

Skills continue to be an essential component of the HSC syllabus, and students will be building on the 
skills acquired in the junior school and the Preliminary course, as well as the introduction to new skills 
throughout the year. Future topics include Urban Places including a field trip to Melbourne in February next 
year and People and Economic Activity.  

Economics - The HSC students have now begun studying the Global Economy, investigating 
issues such as the impact of global economic integration on economic growth and quality of life, the 
environment and distribution of wealth. Currently, students are researching the role of one Global Financial 
Institution in managing the Venezuelan economic crisis and managing hyperinflation. 

We wish all students, parents and caregivers a wonderful holiday and Xmas. 

Mrs Burnett 

Head Teacher Social Science 
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History 

On a recent Tuesday night at Wallsend Diggers Club it was my privilege to attend the first round of the 

annual Lions Youth of The Year competition. There were three competitors this year with two from our 

school and a representative from Mount View High School rounding out the group.  

Each of these students had already undergone an interview process with a panel of judges from the Lions 

Club responding to a range of questions related to contemporary Australian and international issues and 

this night was challenge for their public speaking skills. Evina Yadav (Year 10) and Lily Francis (Year 9) 

presented a prepared 5 minute speech on a topic of their choosing and also 2, 2 minute impromptu 

speeches on the topics outlined below. 
 

The impromptu questions were first, with each of the competitors removed from the room while the others 

spoke to ensure that each would only hear the question immediately before answering it. The first 

impromptu question for the night was: In your opinion what are the contributing factors in the rise of 

childhood obesity?   
 

Evina spoke about the implications of social and economic disadvantage in developed nations and 

discussed the importance of education in breaking the cycle of obesity in contemporary Australia and close 

the divide between social classes. 

Lily discussed the alarming increases in rates of childhood obesity in Australia and identified three key 

contributing factors for these statistics. The factors she identified were ignorance by individuals and 

societies, the role of food companies and advertising in supporting these negative trends and lifestyle 

factors.  
 

The second impromptu question for the night was, to me, even more challenging than the first for our 

young competitors: What is the most important life lesson you have learnt and why?  

 

Here, Evina drew from her younger years to discuss her living with the dangers of anaphylaxis, exploring 

how her experiences in this area have helped shape patience and a capacity to consider decisions and the 

importance of careful reasoning in a crisis.  

Lily’s story was an exploration of taking notice of what others do for you, being grateful for these valuable 

connection. Reflecting on both her recent injury and the challenges of academic life Lily recognised the 

importance of having a support network of family and friends to her own successes.  

 

Some excellent reflections on challenging contemporary topics were heard and given the impromptu nature 

of the speeches I once again found myself glad to be sitting down taking a few notes for this article rather 

than having to be up there giving the speech.  
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After dinner and a well-deserved rest break we moved onto the prepared speeches, a 5 minute speech on 

the student’s topic of choice. Lily explored the role of team sports in the social and emotional development 

of young people. “Exercise is good for our bodies and minds” said Lily, especially in young people, 

releasing endorphins and improving focus, expanding your emotional resilience and ability to work 

together with people, boosting self-esteem and combating negative aspects of life like depression. 

Winning can be just as valuable as defeat on the sporting field and help you build skills that translate 

across all aspects of your  life.  

Whilst Evina focused on the broad social issue of ‘How can Australia’s legal system better provide justice 

for all.’ ‘Equality, fairness and access’ started Evina, exploring the challenges of many people within the 

context of the contemporary justice system. Using statistics and contemporary evidence to support her 

position, Evina explored the groups and processes that lead to significant inequality in our system and 

proposed the idea that an increase in pro-bono hours amongst practicing lawyers would go a long way to 

rebalancing these challenges. This could be supported with the establishment of an independent advisory 

body facilitating the concerns of under-represented individuals and promote transformative change.  

Overall both Evina and Lily presented powerful and sophisticated explorations of contemporary issues and 

did themselves and our school proud with the quality of their efforts. Congratulations to Evina who is our 

club finalist for Lions Youth of The Year 2018 and progresses into the zone competition early next year. 

Congratulation to Lily who achieved the award for best public speaking on the night. I hope to see just as 

strong a representation of our young leaders representing MHS in 2019. 
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Share the Dignity 2018 

 

A big thank you goes out from the MHS Leos to everyone who volunteered their time to support the MHS 

Share The Dignity Campaign this year. Our volunteers spent Friday morning assembling the donations 

collected from across the school in care packages which will be used to support homeless women this 

Christmas.  

A big thank you as well to everyone across the school who donated goods to the cause. We ended with 

more goods than we could fit into the bags we had and that was after filling 25 bags to the absolute brim! 

I’m sure that Mrs Inglis, who normally coordinates this effort, will be suitably impressed with our school as 

well and we hope everyone starts saving up their spare hand bags ready for next year’s campaign too!  
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Remembrance Day  

MHS has a long tradition of support and connection to our local community in regards to commemoration 
of Australia’s role in war. Remembrance Day is an opportunity to reflect on and improve our understanding 
of the tragedy and lasting legacies of modern warfare and the impacts they have both here and abroad.  

Our prefects honoured this tradition by taking part in the Remembrance Day service at Gregson Park  
along with other local schools. Arthy Mukunthan and Eben Taylor laid a wreath on behalf of the school and 
Alexandra Plotnikoff gave a truly inspired speech and reading of a contemporary poem regarding the 
physical and psychological impacts of war on returned soldiers.  

For Eben and Alex, this represents the end of a year where they have engaged in a series of 
commemorative activities with the Humanities faculty including their extensive efforts in supporting the 
Combined Schools Anzac Service held earlier this year and related activities on Anzac Day including a 
speaking role at the Civic Park service.  

The Humanities faculty would like to once again acknowledge the efforts of all of our prefects for 
supporting these activities. The sea of blue blazers sends a powerful message of our schools values in the 
wider community and our respect and acknowledgment of the sacrifices made for us.  

Steve Gibb - Head Teacher Humanities  
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MHS Chess 

Congratulations to the MHS Chess team who beat all of the schools in our region for the second year 
running and made it to the state finals. A hard-fought day of 5 rounds of chess left us falling just shy of the 
top spot again this year, taking second place in the state by a mere couple of points. An excellent effort 
though and if we continue this trend we should be able to have another crack at the state finals in 2019!  

A big thanks to our team on the day. Dunnil Yohanes (Y12), Sharvil Kesarwani (Y11), Daniel Jaeger (Y9) 
and Coel Mulready (Y9). A special mention also to Ruby Dempsey (Y12) and Nelsen Yohanes (Yr10) who 
both filled in for missing team mates during the regional playoffs.  
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CAPA 
 

The Year 8 elective Drama class had the opportunity to run their own Drama night, inviting friends and 
family to be their audience for the evening. “Tuesday Night Live” was the culmination of group-devised 
works, advertisements, skits inspired by comedians, duets and a monologue. The students were tasked 
with organising the night, including the production elements such as lighting, sound, props, costume, set, 
invitations, programs, catering, and liaising with Mr. Southward. The class presented an engaging, 
comedic evening that represented their hard work over the course.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 8 Elective Music Performance Night 

On Monday 26th November, as part of their assessment program, the Year 8 Elective Music conducted a 
performance night in the Learning Centre. This was a well-attended concert where the students 
demonstrated their performance skills as a soloist and/or ensemble member.   
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Concert Band – Christmas Winds Concert 

On Friday 30th November, the Concert Band performed at the Newcastle Conservatorium of Music Christ-
mas Winds Concert. The Concert Band performed the final bracket of performances for the evening, wow-
ing the audience with their wonderful, musically expressive sound. 
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String Ensemble Hamilton Gardens 

The String Ensemble had the enjoyable experience of performing for the residents at Hamilton Gardens 
on Tuesday 4th December. It was a lovely performance where the students were able to showcase their 
2018 repertoire plus many Christmas Carols. The audience appreciated the pieces so much that there 
were many requests for songs to be repeated. At the end of the performance, students were invited for 
afternoon tea and social time with the residents. A huge ‘thank you’ to Michelle Donne for helping with 
transport to and from the venue on the day. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CAPA Night 

Monday 10th December was a showcase and celebration of the achievements and creativity of CAPA 
students from Years 7-11. A wonderful buzz was felt throughout the night with the String Ensemble 
entertaining the many parents and friends as they viewed artworks. The concert part of the evening 
began with the String and Vocal Ensemble followed by performances from Music and Drama elective 
students from Years 8 - 11. 
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HSC VISUAL ARTS ARTEXPRESS 
Congratulations to Ella Duncan , Max 
Suciu-Gleeson and Oscar Turmine 
Minchinton whose artworks have been 
selected in the prestigious Artexpress 
2019 exhibition for outstanding HSC 
Visual Arts artworks. Max’s work will be 
exhibited at the Art Gallery of NSW, 
Oscar and Ella at The Armoury and in 
Sydney. Ella’s work will also travel to New 
England Regional Art Museum. Well done 
to these students. 
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Merewether High  

Sports Tour 2018 
We wish to thank the following for their generous support of our 2018 

touring teams 
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MANY THANKS 
To our two GOLD SPONSORS of  Sports Tour 2018/19 
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                           DECEMBER 
 

Thurs 13/12 
 

HSC Results released 

 

Fri 14/12 
 

Y12 BBQ - 11:00am 
 

Mon 17/12 
 

Y10 Assembly - 9:00am 
Y9 Assembly - 11:00am 
 

 

Tues 18/12 
 

Y8 Assembly - 9:00am 
Y7 Assembly - 11:00am 
 

 

Wed 19/12 
 

Presentation Assembly - 10:30am 
Last Day of School 

Wishing you a  

Merry Christmas  

and a  

Happy New Year! 

from all the staff at 
Merewether High 

School! 


