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Year 7 student Milly Stephenson won the state sprint double at the NSW All Schools carnival in 
Homebush following our last holidays.  Milly recorded personal best times in claiming both the 13-
year girls’ 100 and 200 metre events. She stopped the clock at 25.83 seconds to win the longer race 
before backing up two days later to complete her dual gold medal performance with 12.40s in the 
shorter final, shaving 0.2s off her semi-final result that morning.  Milly will now go on to represent 
New South Wales at the Australian Schools Championships. 

                                                               

Sarah Pickering also of Year 7 won silver in both the 800m and 1500m races and will also represent 
New South Wales at the Australian Championships to be held in Canberra early December. Sarah’s 
time in the 800 metres was over a second faster than the time that won the NSWCHS race this year.  
Milly and Sarah's performances on the track were not only outstanding, but their sportsmanship and 
support of fellow competitors off the track was such that all involved with the girls commented on 
the way they presented themselves throughout the carnival. Congratulations also to Thomas Phillips 
who was fifth in the 400m hurdles and third in the Pole Vault, Zax Devenny who was fifth in the 
200m, and Miles Peterson sixteenth in the 400m. 
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Congratulations to Bailey Proud who recently returned home from the 2016 New Zealand Surf Lifesaving Pool Championships 
with four medals. Bailey’s best performance was gold in the under-19 male 4x50 metre medley. Bailey also won silver in 
the under-19 male 4x50m obstacle relay and individually Bailey won silver in the under-19 male swim with obstacles. Bailey’s 
fourth medal came from coming third in the open mixed mega relay.   
 
Congratulations to our Year 10 Debating team, Rosanna Gately, Tom Su, Lucy Witherdin and Callum Donnolley who have made 
it to the State final against Sydney Girls’ High school.  The team has made it to the final two in the state out of seven hundred 
teams.  Also congratulations to our Year 7 and 8 Debating team, Aleeyah Clifford, Ella Simmons, McKenzie Gilligan and George 
McNamara who are through to the final ten teams in the state. They will attend the state debating camp in December to com-
pete for final state rankings. 
 
Congratulations to Zachary Nichol who has been nominated for Encore 2016 as a result of his performances during his HSC 
Music exam. 
 
The Higher School Certificate finished on the 4th November with some very happy Year 12s relieved that the hard work is now 
over and a well-earned rest can be had by all who sat their final exams.  We look forward to receiving their results on the 15 th 
December and celebrating with them on the 16th December at 11:00am at our annual Year 12 BBQ. 
 
Years 7 – 10 are to be congratulated on the way they have conducted themselves completing their yearly examinations.  Their 
application to these tasks was evident as they completed their written exams.  Reports will be issued in Week 10 of this term at 
each of the Year Assemblies held on Monday 12th and Tuesday 13th December. 
 
The last day for all students, Years 7 – 11 is Friday 16th December.  If due to family circumstances you need to take early holi-
days please ensure you apply for extended leave from school.  Forms are available from the front office.  Now that yearly ex-
ams have been completed students will continue their learning program completing their final unit of work in each of their 
classes. This work is an important foundation for next year. 
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Challenge Day 
 
Merewether High School has once again held our annual Challenge Day for incoming Year 6 students. This fantastic experience 
allows students who are considering attending Merewether High School to take a look at our school, meet current students, 
teachers, and their peers.  
 
The day could not be the success that it is without the support of our school community. A special thanks to the SRC for provid-
ing the BBQ lunch, the Office, Canteen, Library and various Faculties for support with (sometimes last minute!) resources, and 
of course, our student helpers. Whether our 2017 School Captains, or our 44 Year 9 Helpers, these students demonstrated 
considerable maturity, empathy, and organisational skills. The following three students deserve particular mention, as they 
coordinated Challenge Activities on their own for the duration of the day:  
 

Matthew Hackett 
Mackenzie Matthews 
Arthy Mukunthan 

 
We hope that all students involved, whether Year 6 students or Year 9 students, gained valuable experiences from partici-

What a fabulous end to the year for our Year 12 students. It has been a pleasure to see them coming in over the past couple of 
weeks having studied hard for their HSC the smiles and positive outlook for what lies next has been very refreshing. We look 
forward to meeting with them to celebrate their results later this term. 

We have been asked by Transport NSW to remind all students to carry and use their OPAL cards when on buses and trains to 
and from school. Whilst not only providing them access to this service, the data collected is used to assist transport NSW in 
determining the appropriate number of buses required to service the volume of students on a particular route. If students are 
not swiping on and off properly, the service may be reduced on the understanding that not enough students are using it. This 
is particularly important in that there are a couple of bus routes where we know the buses are very crowded but unless stu-
dents continue to swipe on and off we are unlikely to get this service upgraded. Your assistance with this is appreciated.  

A gentle reminder to all about the reporting of communicable illness to help us protect all students and teachers. In some cir-
cumstances, where a student has been diagnosed with an illness this may have implications for people who have vulnerabili-
ties in their immunity and we need to be able to inform people of any circumstance that may pose a risk to them. Of course al l 
information is treated in confidence.  

Our SMS attendance system has commenced this term. I appreciate your patience as we trial the new system and iron out any 
difficulties. I appreciate the positive feedback from parents and trust this has been a handy way for us to keep you informed in 
a very timely manner. 

I look forward to meeting with Year 10 Parents for our last PLG this term, which will be held in the Learning Centre on Tuesday 
15th November from 9-10.30 am.  
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This report recognises the extraordinary achievements and outstanding talents of students in debating, public speaking and 

ICAS.  

State Finalists - Year 10 Premiers Debating Challenge 
Congratulations to our Year 10 debating squad; Rosanna Gately, Harry Su, Lucy Witherdin and Callum Donnolley who won the 
NSW State Semi-Final and will now compete in the NSW State Final of the Premiers Debating Challenge at NSW Department of 
Education, Williams Wilkins Gallery in Sydney. They will debate against Sydney Girls High School on Friday 11th November. This 
debate will be live streamed as a virtual excursion to schools throughout NSW so students and teachers from throughout NSW 
have the opportunity to watch the highest skilled debaters compete at State level. All of our MHS debating squads have been 
offered the opportunity to watch the live stream of this debate and support our Year 10 team in their endeavour to win another 
State title. Congratulations to this team and their coach and mentor Ms Davies. We are incredibly proud of their achievements 
and wish them the best of luck for the final. 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Regional winners  - Year 7/8 Premiers Debating Challenge  
Congratulations must also go to the students from our Year 7/8 debating squad; George McNamara,  McKenzie Gilligan, Aleeyah 
Clifford and Ella Simmons who won the Hunter Regional Final of their division of the Premiers Debating Challenge and will now 
attend the State Debating Camp in Sydney. Of 644 teams that competed in this competition, only 10 teams from throughout 
NSW reach this level of success and attend the camp. At this camp they will participate in a range of debates and debating 
workshops with some of NSWs leading debating coaches and adjudicators. They will also complete in the State Final series for 
this competition. Like our Year 10 team, we wish them and their coach and mentor, Ms Leanne Corney, the best of luck. We are 
proud of the way they have represented themselves, Merewether High and the Hunter Region.  

Regional Final debaters: Aleeyah 

Clifford, Ella Simmons, McKenzie 

Gilligan and George McNamara. 

UN Public Speaking State Finalist 
Congratulations to Evina Yadav of Year 8 who represented MHS at the UN Youth NSW Voice Public Speaking Competition State 
Final in Sydney on Friday 4th November.  
 
ICAS successes 
Congratulations to the students below who achieved Distinctions and High Distinctions in the ICAS English, Writing and Spelling 
Competitions. 
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ICAS English 
High Distinction:   

Year 7 - Neve Eardley, Nathaniel Girdler, Monet Murray.   
Year 8 – Genevieve Ball, Jackson Sullivan.   
Year 9 – Jonti Crisp, Hamish Douglas, Leah Dove, Aditya Enjeti, Jack Matthey, Harry Tregilgas.   
Year 10 – Matthew Blyth, Jye Hollier, Ned Keyte, Lachlan Russell, Kieran Simons, Callum Smith, Max Spencer-Karinen, 
Jackson Turton.   
Year 11 – Cameron Shaw-Carmody. 
 

Distinction:   
Year 7 – Abbie Barr, Rick Bhattacharyya, Teia Bradbury, Ruby Browne, Isabella Bywater, Aidan Carthew, Patrick Char-
ters, Daniel Clarke, Kyle Cochrane, Alison Collins, Tulip Cranson, Joshua Diebert, Laura Edwards, Charlotte Fauchon, 
Daniel Flood, Ari Foggo, Lily Francis, Elijah Gibson, Zachary Gower, Isabella Halpin, Sarah Hayes, Jacob Hughes, Daniel 
Jaeger, Cooper Janzen, Aidan Knipe, Unai Ladron de Guevara Lo, Crystal Lang-Piason, Sophie Loiselle, Jessilyn Maher, 
Joshua McCarthy, George McNamara, Elise Milekovic, Griffin Mitchell, James Natukokona, Alex Nicholson, Lily O’Calla-
ghan, Scarlett O’Grady, Myra Paleologos, Amelie Paris, Elizabeth Patterson, Lillian Philpott, Dominic Picton, Josh Rana, 
Harrison Relf, Manon Rouge, Lili Sabine, Xanthe Scullon, Tom Sharpe, Flynn Starrett, Sophia Suters, Kepei Tan, Eliot 
Taylor, Jeremy Thomas, Jasper Toole, Cameron Upton, Grace Waring,Thomas York.   
Year 8 – Dharam Arora, Charlie Beddall, Jordan Boghos, Luca Borserio, Nikki Burgman, Jeremy Burns, Blake Campbell, 
Aleeyah Clifford, Martyn Cox, Zachary Cox, Saxon Crockford, Lara Fraser-Geddes, Jesse Fyfe, Josephine Gallop, Rory 
Graham, Ruby Hackett, Vianne Haydon, Jacob Humphrey, Layne Karger, Ruby Keyte, Richard Le, Melinda Leitch, Josh-
ua Lynch, Rebecca Mason, Bailey McDowell, Kaitlyn McMahon, Caitlyn Mills,  Anna Muddle, Mia Nash, Lewis Nickel, 
Klara Norris-O’Neill, Logan O’Reilly, Torquil Prior, James Punch, Isabella Rayward, Kyra Rich, Vihan Rich, Shivani Rich-
ardson, Ella Simons, Nathalie Simons, Rohan St Hill, Amy Tan, Fletcher Thomson, Taliya Tongia, Harry Troup, Callum 
Wainwright, Thomas Wood, Kain Wratten.   
Year 9 – Angus Atkinson, Layla Bonomini, Rogue Bowman, Nevenya Cameron, Nicholas Campbell, Zoe Davis, Ella Dun-
can, Isabella Farrell, Marley Flint, Liam Garvey, Shannon Gillan, Isaac Gresham, Connor Hansen, Georgina Hay, Sharvil 
Kesarwani, Joey Lyons, Jabez Mehanathan, Louise O’Rourke, Ella Perry, Khai Pham, Alexandra Plotnikoff, Anna 
Popowicz, Terry Roy, Isaac Saccaro, Daniel Sloan, Eben Taylor, Hamish Teasdale, Louis Travers.   
Year 10 – Tobias Atallah, Jessica Avard, Cosette Borserio, Kirrily Boyd, Jade Conner, Dylan Connors, Georgia Cook, Lau-
ren Cosgrove, Callum Donnolley, Kate Edwards, James Farragher, Emma Frith, Rosanna Gately, Noah Grady, Estelle 
Grillmeier, Bailey Handford, Adrienne Hanslow, Erin Hartley, Sally Hobden, Serena Jacks, Stassi Kypri, Callum Macfar-
lane, Wilson McTaggart, Connor Montgomery, Luke Nepia, Jack Novak, Ethan O’Byrne, Ben Oakley, Malaka Perera, 
Yuri Porter, Angela Roberts, Elena Rossi, Cosmo Scepanovic, Jasmine Sheng, Annika St-Jean, Alexander Stamenkovski, 
Harry Su, Max Suciu-Gleeson, Miriam Temperley, Mitchell Thomson, Michael Trout, Juliette Tyrie, Samantha Welsh, 
Jazmyn Welsh, Alex Yan.   
Year 11 – Anna Carpenter, Tarin Cromarty-Screen, Corey Henshaw, Thomas Phillips, Priya Vakil. 
 

ICAS Writing 
High Distinction:  

Year 7 – Connor Beveridge, Monet Murray, Oscar Richards Flanagan.   
Year 8 – John Kim, Ella Simons.   
Year 9 – Zoe Davis, Eben Taylor. 

Distinction:  
Year 7 – Athila Athauda, Caitlin Barnett, Abbie Barr, Smriti Bobby, Daniel Clarke, Alison Collins, Claudia Crofts, Ryan Dun-
kin, Neve Eardley, Mirelle Edwards, Charlotte Fauchon, Zoe Fennell, Ethan Floyd, Lily Francis, Ciara Galvin, Zenden 
Grieves, Oliver Kelson, Aidan Knipe, Asha Krevs, Crystal Lang-Piason, Sophie Loiselle, Jessilyn Maher, Isabella Mahom-
med, Jenna Marley, George McNamara, Elise Milekovic, Annabelle Miller, Naomi Mills, Coel Mulready, James Natuko-
kona, Lily O’Callaghan, Eve Oxenham, Myra Paleologos, Amelie Paris, Alexander Paterson, Charlotte Paterson, Lillian 
Philpott, Manon Rouge, Lili Sabine, Tully Sharman, Sei Shin, Isobel Smede, Kepei Tan, Ganan Thiyakesan, Andrew Tilley, 
Daniel Wall, Alyssa Wharton,Thomas York.  
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Year 8 – Nikki Burgman, Martyn Cox, Zachary Cox, Isabelle Dobbie, Lara Fraser-Geddes, Zeraphina Freeman, Josephine 
Gallop, Mackenzie Gilligan, Jeremy Groh, Ruby Hackett, Flynn Karn, Ruby Keyte, Lachlan Kiem, Freya Lubinski, Rebecca 
Mason, Liam Prince, Nathalie Simons, Amy Tan, Audrey Tran, Hannah Tumbers, Lara Van Dorssen, Thomas Wood.   
Year 9 – Leah Dove, William Driver, Anna Moscato, Arthy Mukunthan, Callum Quinn, Harry Tregilgas.   
Year 10 – Kate Edwards.  Year 11 – Kate Miskin, Thomas Phillips. 

 
ICAS Spelling Results 

High Distinction: Laura Edwards, Monet Murray 
Distinction: Benyamin Bach, Patrick Charters, Mirielle Edwards, Samantha Keogh, Alex Nicholson, Josh Rana, Mia-rose Sciara-
D’Andrea, Thomas York, Ethan Floyd, Nathaniel Girdler, Zenden Grieves, Isabella Mahommed, Griffin Mitchell, Amelie Paris, 
Andrew Tilley, James Natukokona, Liam Ham, Vashisht Jain, Unai Ladron, Umasudhan Sridharan, Isabella Bywater, Ari Foggo, 
Elijah Gibson, Jacob Hughes, Daniel Wall 
 
HSC English 
Students in Year 11, both Advanced and Standard English, have been exploring the Area of Study, Discovery. These Year 11 
students should be preparing for their major assessment task which takes place Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday of week 8 
this term. HSC English text requirements have been emailed to all students and posted on the Moodle. Students must ensure 
that they have the correct texts ready to start their next module week 8 of this term. 
 

Social Science 

Term 3 has been a very busy time for the Social Science faculty with students being offered a range of extra – curricular activi-
ties that enhance the learning experience of students at Merewether High School. Students undertaking Social Science subjects 
in the HSC in 2016 achieved considerable success. Business Studies, Legal Studies, Geography and Economics students have all 
worked hard completing their course work and have finally sat their last HSC exam. The constant flow of students through the 
staffroom is a testament to the dedication of staff in supporting these students providing extra feedback, marking practice pa-
pers or acting as mentors guiding the students through the challenges of  finishing school and embracing their futures. I would 
like to acknowledge and thank staff who have supported all of these activities and whose dedication forms the basis of the 
strong co-operative relationship that has developed between staff and students in the faculty. As our expert team ready them-
selves for their next role as HSC markers we wish the students every success in their future endeavours. 

Business Studies 

In Business Studies students have commenced working on the first of the Key Business Functions, Operations for the HSC 
course. For the next term students will adopt the role of ‘ operations managers’ as we consider the effective strategies, pro-
cesses and influences on this key business function through contemporary business cast studies. Students have selected an 
individual case study that they will investigate over the course of the year to deepen their understanding of business concepts. 
Currently students are determining the best strategy to achieve a competitive advantage in the relevant market of their chosen 
business.  

Legal Studies 

Legal studies students have enthusiastically launched into their investigation of the criminal justice system. The HSC course 
provides students with an opportunity to apply their understanding of key legal concepts and consider the effectiveness of the 
legal system in achieving justice for individuals and society. Term 4 will focus on exploring the role of the police investigating 
crime and the trial process. Students will need to be in active in reviewing the media to ensure they are up to date with current 
legislation and new cases that test the laws. Our Legal Eagle Fridays see each student presenting a case or media article for dis-
cussion. These sessions provide an opportunity for students to demonstrate their understanding of the syllabus and run a dis-
cussion linked to the themes related to the course.  
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Geography 

Students have commenced their HSC studies looking at Ecosystems at Risk – a very contemporary global issue. The topic exam-

ines the functioning of ecosystems, the stresses placed on them through natural occurrences and more significantly through 

human activities, and the ability of the ecosystems to recover from those stresses. At least two ecosystems must be studied in 

detail and as with all of the HSC topics, fieldwork will be undertaken to assist student’s understanding of the topic.  

Skills continue to be an important component of the HSC syllabus, and students will be building on the skills acquired in the 

junior school and in the Preliminary course, as well as being introduced to new skills throughout the year. Future topics include 

Urban Places including a fieldtrip to Melbourne in February next year and People and Economic Activity.  

Economics update 

HSC students have now begun studying the Global Economy, investigating issues such as the impact of global economic inte-

gration on economic growth and quality of life, the environment and distribution of wealth. Our major case study for this topic 

is an evaluation of the strategies used by the Chinese Government to promote economic growth. Mooonics is up and running 

with students presenting a current economic issue each Friday for class discussion. 

Currently students are focusing on world trade institutions and will be closely examining the impact of the US Federal election 

on the global economy. 

Mrs Burnett 

Head Teacher Social Science 

The Social Science Faculty proudly supports Movember. 

The Social Science Faculty proudly supports Movember 
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VOCAL AND STRING ENSEMBLE 

TOWN HALL PERFORMANCE 

 
At the beginning of the year, the String and Vocal Ensemble submitted an audition entry of “When I Grow Up” from the fa-
mous musical by Tim Minchin, “Matilda”. From this audition process, we were selected to perform in the Coorong Concert at 
the Sydney Town Hall.  For this performance the group was joined by two Year 9 students, Kit Murphy on Bass Guitar and Kofi 
Harara on drums. 
 
These State Music Festival Concert Series are to a performance opportunity to highlight the fantastic work that is being 
achieved in Public Schools throughout the state.  Groups that audition to be part of these concert series perform at a very 
high standard and the number of performance places is limited, so it is a great privilege that we were selected to perform to 
represent our school in front of a sell-out crowd. 
 
The performance took place on Monday 19th September and was a memorable event. On the day of the performance we 
rehearsed at school before travelling to Sydney for the afternoon sound check in preparation for the night performance. The 
students then had some time to relax and have some dinner in Sydney’s CBD before the concert. The Concert was a great 
success and the students performed to the best of their ability in such a special venue. 
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BANDFEST 2016 
 

 
 
This year’s Bandfest was held at Lake Macquarie Performing Arts Centre and featured more than 2000 school students that 
performed in 68 bands over five days. The MHS Percussion Ensemble performed on Wednesday 19th October and were award-
ed a commendation for their performance. The group played two contrasting pieces which impressed not only the adjudicator 
but also the crowd. 
 
On Friday 21st October the Concert Band, Flute Ensemble and Clarinet Ensemble competed. Again, all the groups performed to 
a very high standard and were commended for their musical ability and attention to detail. The Clarinet Ensemble were award-
ed first place and were also given the prestigious Muso’s Corner Excellence Award for their outstanding performance. The 
Flute Ensemble came second in this section and the Concert Band were awarded a highly commended.  
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   MHS CAREERS Newsletter November 2016 

Below you will find information on a wide range of careers related topics. Please note that all dates should 

be checked on the relevant websites and all event/course related information is relayed from external 

sources and is not endorsed by Merewether High School. For more information about any of the topics be-

low students from Years 9-12 should either follow the links provided or visit the careers office and speak to 

Mrs Abbo.  Levina.abbo@det.nsw.edu.au  

This information and much more is emailed to students on a regular basis. Students are encouraged to check their email 
weekly and consult the newsletters for the latest events and opportunities available to them. All students have access to work 
experience documents and procedures via email with the latest versions being sent to their inbox at the start of each term. 
Students are advised to read the work experience procedures prior to commencing organisation for a placement.  
 
UPCOMING EVENTS TO REGISTER FOR 
 

 

 

UNSW Business School November Workshops 

 
UNSW Business School is running three free workshops throughout November:  

UNSW Accounting  Workshop        9th Nov 

Deloitte and Westpack Technology Career Workshop        11th Nov 

FINITY Actuarial Workshop        17th Nov 

  

University of Newcastle Business and Law info Evenings 

 

mailto:Levina.abbo@det.nsw.edu.au
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 2017 UNSW Mining Engineering Summer School When:  18 January 2017 to 20 January 2017  
 Who should apply? Year 10 and 11 students who have an interest in Engineering or Science and who plan to study 
 subjects such as physics, maths (advanced), engineering and earth & environmental studies. 
 Venue:  UNSW Kensington & NSW mine sites Apply Now   
 What is the UNSW Mining Summer School? The UNSW Mining Summer School (UMSS) is a unique opportunity to get  
 inside the minerals industry as part of a 3 day residential camp organised by the School of Mining Engineering. 
 What will you do? 
 You'll get the chance to learn about study, careers, lifestyles and opportunities in the Australian minerals industry,  
 hearing first hand from professionals, recent graduates and current students. UMSS will kick off at the UNSW campus  
 in Sydney, where you can experience university life, including lectures, labs and the School's 3D Virtual Reality  
 Simulator and headsets. You will then travel to the Central West area of NSW to visit underground and surface mines,  
 learn about how minerals are extracted and processed, view mine rehabilitation sites, dine with industry representa-
 tives and alumni and have fun with an awesome bunch of new friends. 
 When can I apply? Applications open 30 August and close 30 October, 2016. For more information about UMSS  
 please email us. 

 UN YOUTH Tours Pacific Project 2017 is an exciting opportunity for 12 young leaders from around Australia to embark 
on a two-week tour of East Timor exploring the complex realities of development in one of our closest neighbours.  
Apply NOW! 

 IVY LEAGUE COLLEGE VISIT TOUR - 10th and 11th graders are reaching the point in their lives, where they are reading 
brochures on dozens of colleges and universities they may wish to attend. They are sometimes overwhelmed in the 
whole choosing process. We have made the lives of these students as well as their counsellors so much easier with 
college familiarization tours. You and your students can actually see the college; talk with staff members and stu-
dents enrolled there. The students come back from the trip (in most cases) then knowing the institution they want 
to attend.  The colleges listed below are a sampling of a college familiarization trip.   Boston, Ma – Harvard Univer-
sity, Providence, RI – Brown University, New Haven, Ct – Yale University, New York City – Columbia University, 
Time to tour New York City and see a Broadway Show, New Jersey – Princeton University, Philadelphia, Pa – Penn 
(University of PA) Optional visits to Villanova or Temple University Time to tour Historic Philadelphia  For more in-
formation on this trip and what is included go to our website: www.educationaltravelconsultants.com 

ONLINE LEARNING 

 UNSW Architecture Course Online: Sign up here: https://www.be.unsw.edu.au/re-enchanting-city-designing-human-
habitat 

 MOOCs Massive Open Online Courses (MOOCs) offer students from all walks of life the free opportunity to educate 
themselves via pre-recorded lectures, problem sets and interactive user discussion forums. James Cook University 
and the University of Tasmania will be providing students who complete a MOOC credit towards a university degree. 
For free courses http://www.open2study.com/ 

 EDX is an online learning environment that offers loads of free courses in a multitude of fields for FREE! It does cost 
$50 to receive your completion certificate. They are generally short courses and anyone can enrol.  https://

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/VY57FGD
mailto:%20mining@unsw.edu.au
http://email.unyouth.org.au/t/r-l-ydyhhhul-jutitiidit-j/
http://email.unyouth.org.au/t/r-l-ydyhhhul-jutitiidit-h/
http://cts.vresp.com/c/?EducationalTravelCon/91e9840ff8/e52a87e49b/cecb4b7160/utm_content=&utm_source=VerticalResponse&utm_medium=Email&utm_term=www%2Eeducationaltravelconsultants%2Ecom&utm_campaign=Ivy%20League%20College%202016-17%20Visits%20for%20High%20Sch
https://www.be.unsw.edu.au/re-enchanting-city-designing-human-habitat
https://www.be.unsw.edu.au/re-enchanting-city-designing-human-habitat
https://www.edx.org/
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FUTURE HOLIDAY PROGRAMS AND ONLINE SHORT COURSES 

 University of Newcastle Bridging and Refresher Prep Courses for 2017 Entry 
 Bridging courses for students commencing at UON can be found at the following link – note they will run in the weeks  
 leading up to the course commencement dates.  You MUST have a student no. (once you are enrolled) and UON email  
 address. These courses do not replace a HSC subject but act as a refresher course. Https://www.newcastle.edu.au/ 
 future-students/uonprep-bridging-courses/whats-in-the-program/undergraduate-bridging-courses 

 2016 School Holiday Chinese Courses For students interested in Chinese culture (no previous knowledge of the Chinese 
language) https://www.griffith.edu.au/tourism-confucius-institute/programs-courses/school-holiday-immersion 

 -courses 
 http://www.ncss.edu.au/summer-school 
 Whitehouse Institute of Design Registrations for the 2017 Summer Workshops in Fashion Illustration | Image Styling | 
 Sewing | Interiors Illustration are now open. The workshops will be held in January 2017 at the Sydney campus at 2 
 Short Street, Surry Hills. For bookings phone 1300551433 or email enquiry@whitehouse-design.edu.au 

OPEN DAYS 
Open days are a great way to learn more about courses and what a university campus has to offer. You can attend any 
campus open day with your parents and friends – you may need to register online though so check websites for more 
information. 

NEW VOLUNTEERING OPPORTUNITIES 
 Park Run – You can volunteer at Park Runs – Timekeepers, Course setup, Photographer etc. The contacts for each 

parkrun can be found online at the parkrun websites. Note: You don’t have to be a runner to participate in this.  

 International Volunteer HQ Volunteer programs in 30+ countries doing teaching, childcare, community development 
and wildlife conservation.  http://www.volunteerhq.org/ 

 The Green Army Employment program to develop skills in the environment conservation. View current projects at: 
http://www.environment.gov.au/land/green-army 

https://www.newcastle.edu.au/future-students/uonprep-bridging-courses/whats-in-the-program/undergraduate-bridging-courses
https://www.newcastle.edu.au/future-students/uonprep-bridging-courses/whats-in-the-program/undergraduate-bridging-courses
https://www.griffith.edu.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0012/795792/Final-Immersion-Course-Flyer-.pdf
https://www.griffith.edu.au/tourism-confucius-institute/programs-courses/school-holiday-
http://www.ncss.edu.au/summer-school
http://www.volunteerhq.org/
http://www.environment.gov.au/land/green-army
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 St Johns Ambulance Cadets This is an excellent opportunity for those interested in health careers. Please click  here 
(http://cadets.stjohn.org.au) for information on the St John Cadet & Junior program information and below for local 
Division contacts: 

 Adamstown Cadets  Milan Stenek  0431 088 467        
 meets Thursdays from 6:30 PM at St John Branch 1b Court St Adamstown 
 Lake Macquarie Cadets Damian Wardrope 0408 475 604        
 meets Mondays from 6:30 PM at St John hall, James St Warners Bay 
 Maitland Cadets               John Comyns  0418 566 889        
 meets Mondays from 6:30 PM at Cinema Complex,   Ken Tubman Dr Maitland 
 Mt Sugarloaf Cadets       Scott Roach   0437 417 585        
 meets Wednesdays from 7:00 PM at Edgeworth Neighbourhood Centre  Cnr Main & Minmi Rds Edgeworth 

 Wallsend Cadets                Adrian Medioli 0412 405 958        
 meets Mondays from 7:00 PM at Community Healthcare Centre Nash St Wallsend 

 Basket Brigade Newcastle Branch The Newcastle Basket Brigade is part of a national not-for–profit organisation called 
Magic Moments Foundation of Australia. It was in existence in previous years. It went quiet for a few and in 2014, a 
small group of eager volunteers decided to rekindle the group just 4 weeks before Christmas. In the space of 3 weeks, 
they formed a Committee of 13 people and 35 volunteers, assisting in surpassing their goal of 100 baskets.   http://
www.magicmoments.org.au/nsw-newcastle-basket-brigade/ 

 School Canteen If you have time to spare and you would like to volunteer in the school canteen on a regular basis 
please see Mrs Abbo to register and receive a clearance.  

 Looking for a career in the Health Industry? Here is a good place to build some skills and volunteer at the same time. 
We recently attended a workshop with Project ABLE and it was fantastic!  

 
 
http://projectable.com.au/volunteer-work/ 

 Lattitude Global Volunteering (17-25 year olds)  http://
www.lattitude.org.au/ 

 Blackbutt RESERVE You can register to volunteer at Blackbutt reserve working with the animals or plants. This is done 
by contacting the council and completing an application form. This experience would be valuable for those considering 
animal handing careers such as veterinary or the environmental science/biology related careers. 

   Other volunteering that counts! School based projects, SRC, BBQ’s, coaching sporting teams and sport club helping  

   out. 

EMPLOYMENT  

 WE ARE HIRING* Ground Technologies are seeking young candidates for Junior Lab & Field Technicians We are cur-
rently seeking a self-motivated enthusiastic junior who has completed Year 10 or 12 to work in our soils laboratory 
and onsite field testing. Full training will be provided. Must be reliable, have own transport, be hands on, good atti-
tude and presentation, with good mathematics as an advantage. If you would like further information about this posi-
tion, please contact us 87838200. 

 

http://cadets.stjohn.org.au/
http://projectable.com.au/volunteer-work/
http://www.lattitude.org.au/
http://www.lattitude.org.au/
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 Jobjump Website also has a link for employment – To login you must create a login of your own and to do this you 

will need to use the school password “DUCKS” as we have a paid subscription. Once you are into the site you can look 

WORK EXPERIENCE  

 

To undertake work experience make sure that you locate the email that contains all of the necessary documents and proce-

dures – it was sent in May from Mrs Abbo 

 

 Land Surveying opportunities Students can still apply for a work experience placement with a Surveying firm for 2016. 
To apply, students go to http://www.alifewithoutlimits.com.au/student-work-experience/secondary-students/ and 
register their interest. We will then seek a placement for the student in their area. Availability depends on the capaci-
ty of local surveying firms. This is a free service. 

 Whitehouse Institute of Design, Australia offers on-campus work experience for design/education orientated Year 10- 
students. The week at Whitehouse provides the opportunity to watch and learn about photo shoots , illustration and 
design classes and workshops as well as experience some of the core administration tasks in a design college such as 
graphic design for advertising, social media management and reception duties. Contact: enquiry@whitehouse-
design.edu.au 

 Karl Von Busse Institute of Design Work Experience Work experience offered in fashion, graphic and interior design. 
$100.  http://karlvonbusse.com/school-work-experience-program/ 

http://www.alifewithoutlimits.com.au/student-work-experience/secondary-students/
mailto:enquiry@whitehouse-design.edu.au
http://karlvonbusse.com/school-work-experience-program/
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http://www.tcs.com/about/corp_responsibility/corporate-social-responsibility/Pages/TCS-Go4IT-work-experience-program-

girls-IT.aspx 

 Whitehouse Institute of Design, Australia offers on-campus work experience for design/education orientated Year 10- 
students. The week at Whitehouse provides the opportunity to watch and learn about photo shoots , illustration and 
design classes and workshops as well as experience some of the core administration tasks in a design college such as 
graphic design for advertising, social media management and reception duties. Contact: enquiry@whitehouse-
design.edu.au 

 Karl Von Busse Institute of Design Work Experience Work experience offered in fashion, graphic and interior design. 
$100.  http://karlvonbusse.com/school-work-experience-program/ 

https://defencecareers.nga.net.au/cp/index.cfm?event=jobs.listJobs&audiencetypecode=defenceworkexp 

 SCIENCE - ANSTO above do offer work experience programs also. There is a brochure outside my office if you are 
interested. See also science section below. 

 Work experience in the cotton industry chose a career that feeds and clothes the world - Cotton Australia can facili-
tate work experience requests from teachers and students who are interested in gaining experience with cotton 
growers, members or affiliates. Cotton is grown in the inland regions of NSW and central and southern QLD. Vis-
ithttp://cottonaustralia.com.au or email lanim@cotton.org.au for more information. 

 CSIRO Work Experience Years 10 to 12 have experience of core research. 
 http://www.csiro.au/org/Work-Experience-Overview.aspx 

 AIE Work Experience Program (games, animation and visual effects) The Academy of Interactive Entertainment's 
Work Experience Program returns for 2015. The program is designed for students in Years 10, 11 and 12 who are 
considering a career in animation, games or visual effects. Students spend the week in a mini studio where they cre-
ate a small game or film while learning some core skills along the way. To register, head to www.aie.edu.au/
workexperience 

 Fire and Rescue NSW Years 10 to 12 at the State Training College, Alexandria. Develop employment related skills 
and knowledge of this industry. Contact: 02 9318 4399 or workexperience@fire.nsw.gov.au  http://
www.fire.nsw.gov.au/page.php?id=764 

COMPETITIONS 

http://www.abc.net.au/heywire/ 

http://www.tcs.com/about/corp_responsibility/corporate-social-responsibility/Pages/TCS-Go4IT-work-experience-program-girls-IT.aspx
http://www.tcs.com/about/corp_responsibility/corporate-social-responsibility/Pages/TCS-Go4IT-work-experience-program-girls-IT.aspx
mailto:enquiry@whitehouse-design.edu.au
mailto:enquiry@whitehouse-design.edu.au
http://karlvonbusse.com/school-work-experience-program/
https://defencecareers.nga.net.au/cp/index.cfm?event=jobs.listJobs&audiencetypecode=defenceworkexp
http://cottonaustralia.com.au/
http://www.csiro.au/org/Work-Experience-Overview.aspx
https://staffowa.det.nsw.edu.au/owa/redir.aspx?C=JywOuIoEsUy9-L-A4EXRtNX2s8gXJNJI8ZtLYMRLdDc5ZFPXN4BIGGWEf1wbTEvF-9eEarJHRK0.&URL=http%3a%2f%2fwww.aie.edu.au%2fworkexperience
https://staffowa.det.nsw.edu.au/owa/redir.aspx?C=JywOuIoEsUy9-L-A4EXRtNX2s8gXJNJI8ZtLYMRLdDc5ZFPXN4BIGGWEf1wbTEvF-9eEarJHRK0.&URL=http%3a%2f%2fwww.aie.edu.au%2fworkexperience
http://www.fire.nsw.gov.au/page.php?id=764
http://www.abc.net.au/heywire/
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SPORT SPORT SPORT SPORT SPORT 

The Open Boys Cricket team continued on their merry way in the State wide Davidson Shield Competition with a 

hard fought, yet comprehensive victory over a very talented Warners Bay team.  Bowling first Merewether were 

able to restrict Warners Bay to a total of  115, at one stage late in the innings it looked like the total would get away 

from our boys but they fought hard at the end to eventually pick up the last wicket for what was definitely a getta-

ble total.  The wickets were shared around with Nick Jones getting 3, and Paul Rodgers and Adam Steel  2 each.  The 

innings started poorly with a wicket on the first ball however after that the batsmen steadied the ship and we even-

tually passed the Warners Bay total 4 wickets down with 15 overs to spare.  Wilson McTaggart topscored with 43, 

Kye Harrison scored 31 and Sam O Sullivan scored 20 in what was a good team effort.  The team now plays the Re-

gional Semi Final against Maitland Grossman in the coming weeks. 

Open Boys Cricket 

ATHLETICS SUCCESS 
Congratulations to the Merewether Students who excelled at the recent NSW All-Schools Athletics Champion-
ships held at Homebush.  The stand-out performance was easily Milly Stephenson who was successful in win-
ning Gold Medals in both the 100m and 200m sprint events.  This is truly an outstanding performance and we 
wish her the best of luck for her next challenge, the National Titles to be held in Canberra in December. We 
would also like to congratulate Sarah Pickering for placing in both the 800 and 1500m events, Tom Phillips for 
placing in the Pole Vault and for Tom and Zax Devenny for being finalists in the 400m hurdles and 200m sprint 
events respectively.  Sarah will also attempt to better her All Schools placing at the National event. Well done 
and best of luck to these four students. 

FUTSAL INDOOR SOCCER REPRESENTATIVES 
Well done and best of luck to three young men who, through a string of strong performances at lead up tournaments have 
gained selection in the Australian Futsal team that will represent at the 2017 World Championships in Brazil.  The three stu-
dents, Angus McTaggart, Jared Muller and Josh Lynch have performed with great skill and are worthy selections in what will 
be an obvious highlight of their football careers. 
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SPORT SPORT SPORT SPORT SPORT 

Netballer Angela Williams will be awarded a NSWCHS Sporting Blue 

for Netball at a function in Sydney in December.  This honour is the 

highest an individual sportsperson can receive in their sport at School 

Sport level. Angela is the first netballer from Merewether High to re-

ceive this honour, congratulations and well done from the whole 

Merewether HS Community. 

Year 7 Lifesaving The annual Year 7 Lifesaving Pro-

gram will be conducted on Mon 

Nov 28, Thur Dec 1 and Fri Dec 2 

this term.  This program is one of 

the most important students can 

do at school, giving them the skills 

to save their life, or perhaps the 

life of someone else far outweighs 

many of the other things they do 

during their school lives.  This is 

especially relevant to students 

today as much of their leisure time 

is spent in and around aquatic 

environments. Students will short-

ly bring an information note home 

for parents to sign, on those notes 

your child’s swimming ability need 

to be indicated.  Any questions on 

the program please do not hesi-

tate in contacting Bob Harrison at 

MHS. 

A recent story told to me by a parent highlights the importance of these types 

of programs.  The gentleman was at a Computer Programmers International 

Conference in the Maldives and was attending the keynote at a luxury Hotel. 

During the after function a programmer from China fell into the Hotel Pool 

and, as he said, to his great surprise the skills he had learnt at a program he 

attended at school came flooding back and he was able to enter the pool and 

secure the casualty until further help arrived.  He was amazed that he had 

remembered how to do it and equally amazed at how no-one else in attend-

ance was able to help. The story is a great testament to how these skills can 

come into play no matter what and where you are. 
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SPORT SPORT SPORT SPORT SPORT 

2016 SPORTS PRESENTATION 

The 2016 Sports Presentation was held in September and at this function the high achievers from Merewether High were 

duly recognised.  Over 120 students were recognised on this day.  Special congratulations to the main award winners, Bailey 

Proud was awarded the Jack Scott Trophy as the Junior Sportsperson of the year while Angel  Barber and Nic Sonntag were 

awarded the Senior Awards.  Five students received Sporting Blues, Angela Williams for Netball, Rachael Ward for Hockey, 

Davis Harara for Rugby, Casey Smith for Aerobics and Nic Sonntag for Swimming. A number of teams were recognised who 

qualified for State Level competition in their chosen sports as well as well over 100 Hunter Region representatives.  Parents 

should note that all of the criteria for awards are highlighted as part of the MHS Sports Policy that will soon be available 

through the School Website.  This Policy has been reviewed, as is normal practice and its contents will come into action at the 

start of the 2017 school year.  
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Sailing 

Friday the 21st October was a clear sunny day with a cool breeze when the class travelled into Newcastle Yacht Club at Wick-
ham to board “Kayle”. 

“Kayle” is a sailing boat owned and crewed by the organisation SWD (Sailors with Disabilities). Kayle is often entered into the 
Sydney to Hobart Yacht race. So everyone watch on Boxing Day to see it start the race. 

The students wore PFD’s and helped the crew as we left the jetty. Students helped raise the sail. When we were sailing the 
students sat at the bow under the boom. When the boat changed direction everyone would be a “pancake” and lay flat on 
their backs so the boom would not hit them. 

Students had a turn steering “Kayle” and some even tried to do doughnuts. There was a seal swimming in the harbour near 
Stockton Breakwall. 

It was a great afternoon sailing and a big “Thank You” to the volunteers from SWD. 
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Fun and Fitness, Athletics is for EVERYONE regardless of your ability.  

 

Adamstown New Lambton Athletics Club holds weekly Friday night twilight competition 

from 5:15pm at Alder Park, Bridges Road, New Lambton, from September through to 

March.    

 

Girls and boys from 3 years of age, of any ability, are encouraged to register with us. Our emphasis for athletes is 

very much on personal improvement and participation, and for the parents – active involvement and encourage-

ment. 

Registration fees start from $120, and will cover up to 21 nights of competition with us. If you are not sure about 

athletics or are new to the sport we can offer a FREE two week trial so why not come and give athletics a try. For 

more details and information, visit our website www.anlac.org.au 

Family, Fun and Fitness 

Adamstown New Lambton Athletics Club 

http://depositphotos.com/12202311/stock-illustration-cartoon-winners-podium.html?sa=X&ved=0CDAQ9QEwDDg8ahUKEwijyZXjyP3GAhWD26YKHXYLAY8
http://www.anllac.org.au/
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Important Opal information from 1 August 2016 

From 1 August, magnetic strip tickets (MSTs) will no longer be sold or accepted for travel within the Opal network. For easy access 
to public transport and lower fares, customers need to plan ahead and acquire the appropriate Opal card before 1 August 2016.  

What other ticketing options will be available for customers from 1 August 2016? 

Opal is the easiest and cheapest way to get around on public transport, but as a last resort, customers can buy an Adult or Child/
Youth Opal single bus ticket on board bus services (excluding prepay services). These are single-use tickets only, valid for travel 
from the point of purchase. 

 

Who is eligible to buy Child/Youth Opal Single Bus Ticket? 

 

The eligibility criteria are the same as a Child/Youth Opal card: 

Children aged 4 – 15 years (inclusive) 

Full time NSW/ACT school students aged 16 years and older with a NSW Senior Secondary Student Conces-

sion card, issued by their school, as proof of entitlement. 

NSW/ACT Senior Secondary Student Concession Card 

 

Holders of this concession card are entitled to half-price fares and can apply for a Child/Youth Opal card. 

Eligibility 

You must be a school student aged 16 or over who is: 

enrolled in a NSW or ACT secondary school or non-government secondary school, or 

registered with the Board of Studies as a full-time home-schooled or distance education (OTEN) secondary student. 

International school students who meet the criteria also get the same entitlements. 

What should I do if My School Opal Card is Lost or Stolen? 

 

Report it online and order a replacement School Opal card and a fee may apply. By doing this, the old School Opal card will 
be cancelled and a new one will be mailed to the customer's preferred address within 5-7 days.  While waiting for a replace-
ment card, you should use a Child/Youth Opal card to travel if eligible. 

 

School Student Photo ID’s will no longer be ac-
cepted as from 1st August 2016. 

Students 16 years and over must carry and 
show Senior Student Concession Card as 
shown. 

See your School Administration for details. 

November 

2016 

http://apps.transport.nsw.gov.au/ssts/reportPass
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Information for Students regarding School Travel 

 

 

If provided with a School Opal card or school travel pass the student must comply with the Student Codes of 

Conduct. 

The School Opal card or school travel pass can only be used for approved travel on school days between the 

student's home and school or college between 6.30am and 7pm (6.30am and 9.30pm for TAFE students) 

The Scheme does not cover travel to and from: 

 before and after school care or child-minding premises 

 before and after school activities 

 school excursions 

 sports events 

 work experience 

 Vocational Education and Training (VET) at a location away from where the student is enrolled 

multi-campus high schools, weekend schools, pre-schools or mini-schools (except for full-time geographically 
isolated distance education students). 

 

Ticketing and Concessions 

Infrastructure and Services 

Transport for NSW 

 

 

 

 

 

Use public transport... plan your trip at transportnsw.info 

Get on board with Opal at opal.com.au 

 

November 

2016 

https://apps.transport.nsw.gov.au/ssts/studentCodesOfConduct
https://apps.transport.nsw.gov.au/ssts/studentCodesOfConduct
http://www.transportnsw.info/
http://www.opal.com.au/
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Important Information Regarding Opal Cards 

1. For students entering  year 11 at a New School 

 At the End of this year you will need to go online at www.transportnsw.info/school-students 

 And update your information to “New School”. Print the 2 page document, sign and return to the Administration Office of your New School. 

 

2. For students entering year 11 at a Current School 

 At the End of this year you will need to go online at www.transportnsw.info/school-students 

 And update your information to “Year 11”. Print the 2 page document, sign and return to the Administration Office of your School. 

 

 

3. For students entering  year 7 at a New School 

 At the End of this year you will need to go online at www.transportnsw.info/school-students 

 And update your information to “New School”. Print the 2 page document, sign and return to the Administration Office of your New School. 

 

4. For students who have lost, Faulty or had their Opal Card Stolen 

 To replace Lost or Stolen Opal Cards go online at www.transportnsw.info/school-students  

 And apply for a replacement Opal Card. 

 NB: Students are required to pay a fare whilst waiting for delivery of new Opal Card. 

 

5. For students not eligible for free school travel 

 Log online at www.transportnsw.info/school-students and purchase a School Term Bus Pass. 

 

6. Student Travel Eligibility 

 To be eligible for subsidised travel under the SSTS, school students must be: 

 

  an infant student; i.e. attending Kindergarten, Year 1 or Year 2 classes, irrespective of the distance from home to school; or 

 

 a primary student (Year 3-6), and reside more than 1.6 kilometres (straight line distance) from the school attended, measured from the centre of the 

school site, or 2.3 kilometres or more by the most direct practicable walking route to the nearest point of physical entry to the school; or 

 

 a secondary student (Year 7-12), and reside more than 2.0 kilometres (straight line distance) from the school attended, measured from the centre of 

the school site, or 2.9 kilometres or more by the most direct practicable walking route to the nearest point of physical entry to the school;  

 

Parents/guardians of students deemed ineligible by their school or local transport operator on straight line distance grounds may apply to TfNSW for a 

review of the determination on walking distance or pedestrian safety grounds.  

 

Should TfNSW, after carrying out the review, not approve subsidised travel and the applicant(s) considers that there are special circumstances, such 

as pedestrian safety and/or hardship issues associated with their case; they may appeal the TfNSW decision. 

Appeals are heard by an independent SSTS Appeals Panel which considers each case on its individual merits. 

 

For more information: www.transportnsw.info/school-students 

http://www.transportnsw.info/school-students
http://www.transportnsw.info/school-students
http://www.transportnsw.info/school-students
http://www.transportnsw.info/school-students
http://www.transportnsw.info/school-students
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                                                  NOVEMBER 

11/11 Yr 7 - 10 Exams 

14/11 Yr 7 - 10 Exams 

15/11 P & C Volunteers Thank You Function 

Yr 7 - 10 Exams 

Yr 10 PLG 

16/11 Yr 7 - 10 Exams 

17/11 Yr 7 - 10 Exams overflow if needed 

18/11 Prefects Investiture 11:00am 

22/11 Yr 11 (12 2017) PLG 

24/11 Yr 11 Assembly 11.00am 

30/11 Yr 7 (2017) Orientation Day 

                                              DECEMBER 
12/12 Yr 10 Assembly - 9.15am 

Yr 9 Assembly -  11.00am 

13/12 Yr 8 Assembly  - 9.15am 

Yr 7 Assembly  - 11.00am 

15/12 Presentation Assembly -  10.30am 

16/12 Yr 12 BBQ-11.00am 
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Uniform Shop opening hours during school terms are: 

 

Monday  8.00am – 12.00pm         Thursday  1.00pm – 3.30pm 

 

The uniform shop can be contacted during these hours by phone or email: 

Ph: 0401 725 885                                     merewetherhigh@alinta.com.au . 

 

 The Uniform Shop 

0401 725 885 

  

merewetherhigh@alinta.com.au 

November 

2016 

mailto:merewetherhigh@alinta.com.au
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