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Congratulations to Milly Stephenson who won gold and bronze at the Australian Schools’ Athletics 
Championships held in Canberra last week.  Milly won gold in the Under 14s 4x100m relay and bronze 
in the Under 14s 100m sprint.  Milly also ran fifth in the 200m final.  This is an outstanding achieve-
ment, well done Milly. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Congratulations to Rizina Yadav who participated in the My First Speech Competition, organised by the 
Parliament of Australia.  Rizina was awarded first place in the competition. Rizina met the Prime Minis-
ter, the leader of the opposition and delivered her speech to parliament. 
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Congratulations to Angela Williams who received a NSW Blue for Netball at the NSWCHS Sporting Awards.  Another outstanding 
achievement. 

 

 
 
Congratulations to our Years 7 and 8 Debating team, George McNamara, Mackenzie Gilligan, Aleeyah Clifford, Evina Yadav and 
Ella Simons who won the state debating title in Sydney last week. The team was ably led by Mrs Leanne Corney throughout the 
competition.  
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Congratulations to Campbell Moore, Adrienne Hanslow and Isabel Formby who represented us at School Spectacular 2016.  

Campbell was one of twelve backing vocalists and was on stage all night, while Adrienne and Isabel were in the Spectacular 

orchestra. 

 

As the 2016 school year draws to a close, I would like to take the opportunity, on behalf of the staff of Merewether High to 

thank everyone for a great year and wish our students and parents a safe holiday and a merry Christmas. Thank you for your 

continued support throughout the year.   

To those families who leave us, thank you for the years of involvement and support, stay in touch and let us know of the con-

tinued successes of our students.   

Hunter  Secondary  Schools’ Sporting  Blues Presentation – eleven of our students received awards this year at the Hunter 

Blues Awards.  Nicholas Sonntag Swimming, Mitch Robinson and Matthew Humby Water Polo, Kaiya King Trampoline Sports, 

Angela Williams Netball, Tobias Atallah Rugby Union, Aidan Watling Australian Football, Milly Stephenson Athletics, Angel Bar-

ber Touch Football, Lachlan White Sailing and Davis Harara Rugby Union. 

Years 7, 8 and 9 students have participated in Board Meetings and Year 9 Inquiry Based Learning Presentations where they 

have discussed the learning process and outcomes they have experienced while completing their studies. This process provides 

students practice in an interview process but the main purpose is to provide students with the opportunity to reflect on the 

way they learn, the areas that work well and the areas they need to develop.  Thank you to the many parents who helped out 

with our Year 9 IBL presentations.  The support was amazing.  

All students commencing Year 10 in 2017 have completed the Board of Studies All My Own Work mandatory course.  The pro-

gram ensures students understand their responsibilities in relation to plagiarism before they commence their studies for the 

Preliminary Higher School Certificate Course. 

Prefects’ Investiture – our Captains and Prefects for 2017 were inducted into their roles on 18th November.   The prefects and 

their parents joined Mrs Gilbertson, Mrs Southward, Mrs Harvey and I for lunch, to celebrate their induction. Subsequently, 

our School Captains and Prefects attended the annual leadership conference held in Sydney on the 25th November.   



Merewether High School Bulletin December 

2016 

The conference was attended by 3000 students where future leaders have the opportunity to hear inspirational speakers 

from across Australia about their experiences in leadership.  This was an opportunity for our leaders to reflect on their own 

leadership styles. 

The end of year brings a significant change at Merewether High School.  The support class which has been at the school for 

over twenty-nine years will move to Newcastle High School.  The student body gave the class a well-deserved standing ova-

tion as they left the school hall at our school assembly on the 24th November where each student was presented with a gift 

from the student body and Mrs Hughes and Mrs Onslow flowers. 

Throughout next week we will take the time to celebrate the many successes of our students this year.  Our celebrations cul-

minate on Thursday 15th December with our Annual Presentation Day Assembly commencing at 10.30am.  The P&C will pro-

vide morning tea after the assembly in the Learning Centre.  Please come along and join us in celebrating the outstanding 

efforts of our students. 

Year 12 BBQ – this will be held on Friday 16th December at 11.00am.  All 2016 Year 12 students are invited to attend.  Our 

Prefects and Captains 2017 will be providing the BBQ. 

Congratulations to Adelaide Bragias’ whose major art work or the HSC, White Australia, has been selected to be included in 

ARTEXPRESS 2017.  The work will be displayed at The Armory, Sydney Olympic Park. 

 
 

Congratulations to our under 15s Water Polo team, Mitch Robinson, Matt Humby, Joseph Lyons, Campbell Starrett, Whitaker 
Downey, Aiden Watling, Alex Hughes, Ben McPherson, Angus McBean, Oscar Power and Jarred Muller who took out the 
NSWCHS Under 15s State Championship for the second year in a row. 
 
Congratulations to MaKenzi Harvey who has been named in the NSW under 13s Indoor Hockey team. 
 
Congratulations to Thomas Whitehead whose Design and Technology major work has been selected for inclusion in the 
Shape exhibition and Brooke Farr who has been nominated for Encore as a result of her performances in the HSC music ex-
aminations. 
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Congratulations to Joshua Kershaw who received a NSW Volunteering award as a 

result of his work over the past four years with OzHarvest. 

It has been an extraordinarily busy and rewarding month for the English department.   

 

It is imperative that we first acknowledge the extraordinary efforts of our clever debating students.  Firstly, our Year 10 De-

bating Team, after winning the Premier’s Debating Challenge Regional Final, competed in the Years 9 and 10 State Final. 

This was the first time a Merewether High School Year 10 team had participated in a State Final. 384 teams from through-

out NSW competed in this competition. Our Year 10 debaters were Rosanna Gately, Lucy Witherdin, Harry Su and Callum 

Donnolley.  We are very proud of their amazing efforts.  These students were supported by a contingent from Merewether 

High School who travelled up for the final, including the Year 8 Debating team (who were keen to grab some last minute tips 

for their own upcoming State Finals), and a group of their wonderfully supportive family members. This debate was also 

streamed live to all our debating students thanks to interactive classroom technology.  

 

Our debating achievements don’t stop there. Our Year 7 and 8 Team also won the Premier’s Debating Challenge Regional 

Final and thus earned their spot in the Debating State Camp in Sydney to decide the final state winners. Of 644 teams that 

competed in this competition, only 10 teams from throughout NSW were invited to attend the camp. At this camp our stu-

dents participated in a range of debates and debating workshops with some of NSW’s leading debating coaches and adjudi-

cators. They also competed in the State Final, and after a series of rigorous debates, were eventually declared State Cham-

pions!! Students who attended this camp were; George McNamara, Mackenzie Gilligan, Evina Yadav, Ella Simons and Alee-

yah Clifford.  This is an extraordinary achievement; one of which the school and the Hunter/Central Coast Region can be 

justifiably proud. 

 

These outstanding successes are testament to the hard work and high levels of motivation demonstrated by all the students 

and staff involved in our debating programs throughout 2016. Special thank you to Ms Burdekin, Ms Corney and Ms Davis 

who have spent considerable time in 2016 coaching and coordinating our 2016 debating squads.  

 

Since the rigorous timetable of Semester 2 examinations, our junior students have been involved in a variety of educational 

and fun activities in the last few weeks.  Most notably our Year 7 students have been introduced to the wonderful world of 

Romantic literature.  This has involved, among other activities, embarking on a Wordsworth Walk to write a Nature poem 

and writing a series of journals adopting the character of Jane Eyre to understand what it was like living in the Victorian Era.  

These activities culminated in Ms Carmen designing a delightful exhibition of the Romantic Era in the front of the library, 

complete with old chairs and fashion items. 

 

Congratulations to our HSC students on preparing and presenting their first assessment task for Advanced and Standard 

English – their Area of Study speeches.  The markers were impressed by the level of preparation these students spent on 

ensuring their final product was of the highest quality. As Year 12 Curriculum Coordinator, I was impressed by their seam-

less adherence to our procedures.  Our HSC students should use the five-week holiday to familiarise themselves with all of 

their set texts. Students in Advanced English should read King Richard III and Brave New World whilst students in Standard 

English should read The Life and Crimes of Harry Lavender and A Man With Five Children. In addition to this, students should 

visit the BOS website at http://www.boardofstudies.nsw.edu.au/hsc_exams/ to familiarise themselves with the style and 

structure of the HSC English Examinations, Marking Guidelines, Notes from the Marking Centre and other examination re-

sources.  

http://www.boardofstudies.nsw.edu.au/hsc_exams/
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Social Science December Bulletin 

2016 has been an incredibly busy year for the Social Science faculty but at the same time a very rewarding one. The faculty 

and its students have enjoyed many successes and learning experiences across a range of areas.  

Since the Semester 2 Examinations our Year 7 Geography have been exploring the relationship between landforms and land-

scapes and considering the different perspectives on these concepts. The cultural tour I attended on Friday with local 

Awabakal people including David Newham highlighted some of these differences in relation to their stories about the for-

mation of Sugarloaf Mountain and Nobby’s Headland. However, it was evident that the similarities were far greater in terms 

of our shared sense of space, ties to the land and consequent belonging. 

Recently our Year 8 Commerce students ran another successful Market day and Year 8 Geography students conscientiously 

delivered outstanding presentations on economic and cultural integration demonstrating that they had developed a deep 

understanding about the complexities and impacts of globalisation. 

Year 9 Geography students have been actively engaged in exploring the challenges to human survival and food security and I 

have been impressed with student’ ability to critically think about these challenges. These skills were clearly demonstrated in 

the high quality essays produced as part of their final assessment task. 

All Year 10 students are actively engaged with their accelerated courses approaching their first HSC Assessment Task. Addi-

tionally Business Studies students will be traveling to Adamstown on Thursday to see the operation of a small business and 

speak to the owner of Slice about the challenges faced in this sector. This will be a fantastic opportunity for students to en-

gage with the syllabus in a real context.   

My second year as Head Teacher at Merewether High School has been rewarding. The many challenges of teaching, admin-

istration and curriculum development continue to provide rewards on many levels. The main focus of curriculum develop-

ment in 2016 has been preparing for the delivery of the National Geography Curriculum through a differentiated curriculum 

designed for our gifted and talented students. We look forward to commencing these programs in 2017 for Year 7 and 9. I 

must say a big THANK YOU to the Social Science faculty for their support and efforts throughout 2016. The team consisting of 

Nicole Clark, Nathan Rice, Michelle Williams, Harry Kolatchew, Robert Berry and Rachael Tonks are dedicated to carrying out 

their professional duties and work tirelessly to meet the needs of each individual in their class.   

 

The Social Science staff wish you a Merry 

Xmas and Happy New Year. 

Mrs Burnett 

 

Head Teacher Social Science 

 

As this is the last bulletin for the year, the English Faculty would like to take this opportunity to wish you all a safe and happy 

holiday period. We look forward to seeing you all back in 2017. 

Barbara Davis (Relieving HT English) 
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Accelerated Design and Technology student nominated for "Shape 2016" 
 
Accelerated Design and Technology student - Thomas Whitehead - has been nominated for the "Shape 2016" exhibition. The 
exhibition features a selection of exemplary works from HSC Design and Technology, Industrial Technology and Textiles and 
Design students. It is held at the Powerhouse Museum from Feb 24th - May 7th 2017. Thomas designed a controlled rope de-
scender for absailing. Congratulations on this achievement. 
  
Vicki McCudden  
Head Teacher TAS 



Merewether High School Bulletin December 

2016 

Library  
 
Merewether High School is always appreciative of the kind donations to the library of books and other resources  given by stu-

dents, parents and friends. Recently  Julie Keating  donated a copy of her new book “Merewether and The Junction : Nine-

teenth century industrial towns”. This book is full of local history and is illustrated with photographs, drawings and newspaper 

accounts  of  the day, it is also available for $25 at Merewether and Junction Village Newsagencies, and MacLeans  Booksellers. 

 

2016 NSW Premier’s Reading Challenge 

The Premier’s Reading Challenge (PRC) aims to encourage a love of reading for enjoyment and enrichment in students, and 

enable them to experience quality literature. It is not a competition but a challenge to each student - to read, to read more and 

to read more widely. The Challenge involves over 300,000 students and more than 2100 government, non-government and 

home schools.  

The NSW Premier’s Reading Challenge encourages students to experience high quality, engaging fiction and non-fiction that 

enriches their lives. Participation in the challenge contributes to a student’s self- esteem by encouraging students to set achiev-

able goals, and allows for a connection between students, their families and the school. 

Congratulations to the following MHS students who successfully completed the 2016 NSW Premier’s Reading Challenge. A 

platinum certificate indicates a student who has successfully completed the PRC for the seventh time. 

Dario Bergmann (platinum)           
Aidan Bottom (platinum) 

Alison Collins 

Isabella Halpin 

Chris Kim 

Esther Kim 

Corey Lawson (platinum) 

Dylan McClafferty 

Annabelle Miller (platinum) 

Myra Paleologos 

Charlotte Paterson 

Patrick Pettett 

Dominic Picton 

Isobel Smede 

Year 8 

Elizabeth Allen 

Molly Boyd 

Adrian Harrod 

Ruby Keyte 

Kaitlyn McMahon 

Shivani Richardson (platinum) 

Isabel Talty 

Harry Troup 

Thomas Wood 

Year 7 
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Year 9 

 
 

 

Congratulations to all successful participants. Thank you to all parents for your ongoing support of the Premier’s Reading 

Challenge and for encouraging a love of quality literature in your children. 

Lea Taber 

(MHS PRC Co coordinator) 

This year 433 students will receive medals from across NSW in recognition of their outstanding commitment in having com-

pleted the challenge every year from Year 3 to year 9.The following students from MHS have been awarded a Premier’s 

Reading Challenge Medal this year: 

Callum Quinn 

Jack Lyons 

Alexander Hughes 

Anna Popowicz 

William Driver 

Matthew Brun 

Teza Sankoorikal 

Alicia De Siqueria Mattes 

Elizabeth Whelan 

Shannon Evans 

Angus Atkinson 

Matthew Brun 

Alicia De Siqueira Mattes 

William Driver 

Shannon Evans 

Alexander Hughes 

Jack Lyons 

Anna Popowicz 

Callum Quinn 

Teza Sankoorikal 

Elizabeth Whelan 



Merewether High School Bulletin December 

2016 

 

  

 

 

 

 

Dive into fun this summer at 

Hunter United Diving Academy’s 

Learn to Dive Camp!! 

COST: $25/day $100/week EXPERIENCE: no experience required 

WHERE: Lambton Pool. Durham Road Lambton   AGES: 8+  

    

DATE: 16/01/17-27/01/17  DAYS: Monday – Friday TIME: 8:30-11am 

Places are limited.   

Contact Charlie today to secure your child’s spot 

 in this camp. 

         Charlie Moore   

charlotte.moore@huda.org.au 

0404168689 

               https://www.revolutionise.com.au/huda  

DO YOU LOVE TO JUMP, TWIST& FLIP?   
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Fun and Fitness, Athletics is for EVERYONE regardless of your ability.  

 

Adamstown New Lambton Athletics Club holds weekly Friday night twilight competition 

from 5:15pm at Alder Park, Bridges Road, New Lambton, from September through to 

March.    

 

Girls and boys from 3 years of age, of any ability, are encouraged to register with us. Our emphasis for athletes is 

very much on personal improvement and participation, and for the parents – active involvement and encourage-

ment. 

Registration fees start from $120, and will cover up to 21 nights of competition with us. If you are not sure about 

athletics or are new to the sport we can offer a FREE two week trial so why not come and give athletics a try. For 

more details and information, visit our website www.anlac.org.au 

Family, Fun and Fitness 

Adamstown New Lambton Athletics Club 

http://depositphotos.com/12202311/stock-illustration-cartoon-winners-podium.html?sa=X&ved=0CDAQ9QEwDDg8ahUKEwijyZXjyP3GAhWD26YKHXYLAY8
http://www.anllac.org.au/
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Important Opal information from 1 August 2016 

From 1 August, magnetic strip tickets (MSTs) will no longer be sold or accepted for travel within the Opal network. For easy access 
to public transport and lower fares, customers need to plan ahead and acquire the appropriate Opal card before 1 August 2016.  

What other ticketing options will be available for customers from 1 August 2016? 

Opal is the easiest and cheapest way to get around on public transport, but as a last resort, customers can buy an Adult or Child/
Youth Opal single bus ticket on board bus services (excluding prepay services). These are single-use tickets only, valid for travel 
from the point of purchase. 

 

Who is eligible to buy Child/Youth Opal Single Bus Ticket? 

 

The eligibility criteria are the same as a Child/Youth Opal card: 

Children aged 4 – 15 years (inclusive) 

Full time NSW/ACT school students aged 16 years and older with a NSW Senior Secondary Student Conces-

sion card, issued by their school, as proof of entitlement. 

NSW/ACT Senior Secondary Student Concession Card 

 

Holders of this concession card are entitled to half-price fares and can apply for a Child/Youth Opal card. 

Eligibility 

You must be a school student aged 16 or over who is: 

enrolled in a NSW or ACT secondary school or non-government secondary school, or 

registered with the Board of Studies as a full-time home-schooled or distance education (OTEN) secondary student. 

International school students who meet the criteria also get the same entitlements. 

What should I do if My School Opal Card is Lost or Stolen? 

 

Report it online and order a replacement School Opal card and a fee may apply. By doing this, the old School Opal card will 
be cancelled and a new one will be mailed to the customer's preferred address within 5-7 days.  While waiting for a replace-
ment card, you should use a Child/Youth Opal card to travel if eligible. 

 

School Student Photo ID’s will no longer be ac-
cepted as from 1st August 2016. 

Students 16 years and over must carry and 
show Senior Student Concession Card as 
shown. 

See your School Administration for details. 

December 

2016 

http://apps.transport.nsw.gov.au/ssts/reportPass
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Information for Students regarding School Travel 

 

 

If provided with a School Opal card or school travel pass the student must comply with the Student Codes of 

Conduct. 

The School Opal card or school travel pass can only be used for approved travel on school days between the 

student's home and school or college between 6.30am and 7pm (6.30am and 9.30pm for TAFE students) 

The Scheme does not cover travel to and from: 

 before and after school care or child-minding premises 

 before and after school activities 

 school excursions 

 sports events 

 work experience 

 Vocational Education and Training (VET) at a location away from where the student is enrolled 

multi-campus high schools, weekend schools, pre-schools or mini-schools (except for full-time geographically 
isolated distance education students). 

 

Ticketing and Concessions 

Infrastructure and Services 

Transport for NSW 

 

 

 

 

 

Use public transport... plan your trip at transportnsw.info 

Get on board with Opal at opal.com.au 

 

December 

2016 

https://apps.transport.nsw.gov.au/ssts/studentCodesOfConduct
https://apps.transport.nsw.gov.au/ssts/studentCodesOfConduct
http://www.transportnsw.info/
http://www.opal.com.au/
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Important Information Regarding Opal Cards 

1. For students entering  year 11 at a New School 

 At the End of this year you will need to go online at www.transportnsw.info/school-students 

 And update your information to “New School”. Print the 2 page document, sign and return to the Administration Office of your New School. 

 

2. For students entering year 11 at a Current School 

 At the End of this year you will need to go online at www.transportnsw.info/school-students 

 And update your information to “Year 11”. Print the 2 page document, sign and return to the Administration Office of your School. 

 

 

3. For students entering  year 7 at a New School 

 At the End of this year you will need to go online at www.transportnsw.info/school-students 

 And update your information to “New School”. Print the 2 page document, sign and return to the Administration Office of your New School. 

 

4. For students who have lost, Faulty or had their Opal Card Stolen 

 To replace Lost or Stolen Opal Cards go online at www.transportnsw.info/school-students  

 And apply for a replacement Opal Card. 

 NB: Students are required to pay a fare whilst waiting for delivery of new Opal Card. 

 

5. For students not eligible for free school travel 

 Log online at www.transportnsw.info/school-students and purchase a School Term Bus Pass. 

 

6. Student Travel Eligibility 

 To be eligible for subsidised travel under the SSTS, school students must be: 

 

  an infant student; i.e. attending Kindergarten, Year 1 or Year 2 classes, irrespective of the distance from home to school; or 

 

 a primary student (Year 3-6), and reside more than 1.6 kilometres (straight line distance) from the school attended, measured from the centre of the 

school site, or 2.3 kilometres or more by the most direct practicable walking route to the nearest point of physical entry to the school; or 

 

 a secondary student (Year 7-12), and reside more than 2.0 kilometres (straight line distance) from the school attended, measured from the centre of 

the school site, or 2.9 kilometres or more by the most direct practicable walking route to the nearest point of physical entry to the school;  

 

Parents/guardians of students deemed ineligible by their school or local transport operator on straight line distance grounds may apply to TfNSW for a 

review of the determination on walking distance or pedestrian safety grounds.  

 

Should TfNSW, after carrying out the review, not approve subsidised travel and the applicant(s) considers that there are special circumstances, such 

as pedestrian safety and/or hardship issues associated with their case; they may appeal the TfNSW decision. 

Appeals are heard by an independent SSTS Appeals Panel which considers each case on its individual merits. 

 

For more information: www.transportnsw.info/school-students 

http://www.transportnsw.info/school-students
http://www.transportnsw.info/school-students
http://www.transportnsw.info/school-students
http://www.transportnsw.info/school-students
http://www.transportnsw.info/school-students
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                                              DECEMBER 
12/12 Yr 10 Assembly - 9.15am 

Yr 9 Assembly -  11.00am 

13/12 Yr 8 Assembly  - 9.15am 

Yr 7 Assembly  - 11.00am 

15/12 Presentation Assembly -  10.30am 

16/12 Yr 12 BBQ-11.00am 

Wishing everyone a 

happy and safe 

Christmas and  

a blast of a  

New Year! 

                                              JANUARY 
30/01/17 Yr 7 and 11 return 

31/01/17 Yrs 8,9,10 and 12 return 
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Uniform Shop opening hours during school terms are: 

 

Monday  8.00am – 12.00pm         Thursday  1.00pm – 3.30pm 

 

The uniform shop can be contacted during these hours by phone or email: 

Ph: 0401 725 885                                     merewetherhigh@alinta.com.au . 

 

 The Uniform Shop 

0401 725 885 

  

December 

2016 

mailto:merewetherhigh@alinta.com.au
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