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Principal’s Report

Term 3 brings warmer weather and longer days to those at Merewether High School! Along with that,
we click into gear with subject selections for Years 7-10 and the Trial HSC examinations for our Year
11 and 12 students. As always in the background, Merewether High continues to excel in both
individual and group pursuits and | will endeavour to acknowledge some highlights.

We welcome Mrs Jane Crooks this term, as our Deputy Principal with responsibility for Years 8,10 and
12. Jane joins us from Wadalba High School and | am sure she will be a fabulous addition to our
school. Ms Corney has sadly taken a position as an additional Deputy Principal at Glendale High
School for the remainder of 2018 and 2019 and we wish her all the best. Mr Smith will relieve as
Deputy Principal with responsibility for Years 7, 9 and 11 until the end of 2018.

Congratulations to George McNamara who was recently awarded runner up in the National Rostrum
Voice of Youth competition in Perth. A number of our students were highly placed in divisions of the
Australian Society for Medical Research Quiz. Michelle Jonker was placed 1% and Imogen Barker 3" in
the Yr 7,8 Division, Anna Muddle (2"°) and Shirvani Richardson (3™) in the Yr 9,10 Division with Jazmyn
Wood (1%) and Michael Trout (2") excelling in the Yr 11,12 Division.

Lucy Witherdin received acknowledgement from Lions Australia at last week’s assembly for her
outstanding achievements in Lions’ Youth of the Year this year and continues our strong tradition of
representation.

We continue to bask in the glory of our fabulous sportspersons on a local national and international
stage. Matthew Humby and Mitch Robinson are currently touring Europe with the Australian
Waterpolo team. Alvin Craig of Year 8 has been selected in the 2018 Australian All Schools
Orienteering team to compete in South Australia in September. Charlie Hawke of Year 10 returned
from the Australian All Schools Swimming Championships in Tasmania with 9 Medals, making the
finals in all 9 events he swam. From Year 8 Charlie Walker has had a busy time with a Gold Medal in
the 100m Freestyle at the Australian All School’s before heading to South Australia to win 3 Gold
Medals and 4 Silver in the National Pool Rescue Finals for Surf Lifesaving.
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William Lucas of Year 11 and Saharsh Joshi of Year 10 have been honoured by
selection in the Secretary for a Day program. These young gentlemen will work
with young leaders of our state “shadowing” state ministers and engaging in
forums and discussions relating to current issues and impacts on future
generations. Congratulations to Will and Saharsh on this great achievement.

At our recent Staff Development Day, teaching staff focused on the incorporation of “quality thinking tools” into teaching
practice. These tools encourage creative and critical thinking, guiding our students to stop, and think deeply before plunging in
with the answer to a question or problem. By weaving these tools into classroom practice, our teachers hope to build skills in
collaboration, substantive discussion and deep knowledge.

Our Year 12 students begin their Trial HSC exams in week 5 and 6 along with our accelerated Year 11 students and | wish them
all the best. | would like to congratulate them on their attitude and commitment to their studies as well as their mutual
support of one another. Thank you to all staff who continue to work closely with students on an individual and group basis in
preparing them for these examinations as well as supporting their well-being. The usage of the Independent Learning Centre
by our senior students has peaked and it is great to see this space “humming” daily until 5 pm.

An outstanding achievement by Year 10 student Adrian Harrod, who recently attended the RAAF Junior Non-Commissioned
Officer promotion course in Wagga for Australian Air Force Cadets. Adrian not only competed to gain a position on this course
but had his skills in discipline, organisation, leadership, teaching and mentoring tested across the two week course. The end of
course parade was presided over by the Deputy Prime Minister Michael McCormack and a flypast by a King Air 350 by No 32
Squadron from RAAF East Sale closed the parade. Adrian received his promotion to the rank of Cadet Corporal on return to his
home No 316 Squadron on 27 July 2018.
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We have had some major asset changes around the school with the completion of our all-weather futsal and basketball courts
at the front of the school. These are now available for student use as a playground area and have proven very popular. The
installation of a new large fan in the Bensley Hall as well as the new colour electronic sign are initiatives partially sponsored by
the Year 12 fundraising from the past three years for their gift to the school. We are in the process of ordering new lockers to
be installed for all students to begin Term 4, 2018 to replace the old metallic ones. Combined with the improvements made by
the refurbishment of the front of the school, we are steadily improving functionality and facilities at Merewether High School.

Our P&C are looking to continually improve the service and facilities for our students and have asked current volunteers and

interested parents to complete an online survey. Please see the excerpt below.

Tony Southward

In the pursuit of continual improvement in the Merewether High Canteen, the P&C's Canteen Committee
has, this week, distributed a link to an online survey to all current volunteers. This survey is 100% anony-
mous and your honest feedback would be greatly appreciated. We hope it will be a valuable tool to im-
prove the experience of working in the canteen for current volunteers and, hopefully, help attract new
volunteers. If you are a volunteer and didn't receive a copy of the online survey or you have previously
volunteered in the canteen and would welcome the opportunity to provide your feedback, please send
an email to the Canteen Convenor, Sally Thompson at sally@thecreativespace.com.au and she will or-
ganise for a copy of the survey to be sent to you via the online, anonymous system. Thanks in advance to

all those who take the time to complete the survey.
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Deputy Principal’s Report

What a fabulous start we have had to Term 3. Stepping into the role of Deputy Principal at Merewether High School has been
an exciting time for me. | am so impressed with the engagement, enthusiasm and commitment the students display across the
school academically, culturally and in their sporting endeavours. They have welcomed me warmly and | look forward to
supporting them and upholding the excellent standards set at Merewether High School. Year 12 students have only got 8
school weeks left prior to their HSC exams and | am eagerly introducing myself and trying to support them wherever possible in
the limited time we have together. We welcomed our Year 7, 2019 students, parents and carers into the school last week for
an information session and tour of the school. The School Captains, Prefects and Sam and Neisha from our Year 7 cohort
assisted with the evening. | definitely appreciate the maturity they displayed and the time they gave up after school hours to
welcome the new families.

Stage 6 Examinations - In week 5 and 6 our Trial HSC examinations will take place for our Year 12 and Year 11 accelerated
students. In week 3 and 4 there is a block out period for assessment tasks to allow students to focus on revision and study for
their exams. Year 11 students are also preparing for their Year 11 final assessment examinations in week 8 and 9. We wish
both year groups well in their preparation and throughout the exam period.

POSH Concert - The 2018 POSH Concert held at the Conservatorium of Music was a fabulous success with the Year 12 Music
students performing and being acknowledged for their outstanding contribution to Music at Merewether High School over the
past 6 years. The Music Ensemble students also displayed their exceptional talents and were very entertaining. Congratulations
to the staff and students for their hard work and for showcasing the school in a positive light.

Parent Information evenings and Subject Selection nights - Thank you to the parents who have come along to parent teacher
evenings to discuss and support their students. It has been timely for me to introduce myself and get to meet some families.
Subject selection evenings occurred in week 4, giving parents and students the opportunity to ask staff questions about the
subjects offered in their faculty area. If you have further questions please do not hesitate to encourage your child to come and
see me. You can also phone or email me via the school email address merewether-h.school@det.nsw.edu.au

I would like to encourage students to continue to utilise their student diaries to increase organisational skills and ensure they
come to school prepared for all lessons. Uniform is excellent across the school and students wear their uniform with pride.
Please ensure this continues especially with the cooler weather.

Thank you to the Merewether High School community for the friendly welcome you have extended towards me in the first
couple of weeks. | look forward to having the opportunity of supporting and promoting continuous improvement and success
for all students, encouraging them to be “the best they can be”.

Jane Crooks

Social Science

Green Day 2018

In Week 9, Term 2 Merewether High celebrated its annual Green Day. This Social Science initiative is designed to educate
students about a range of environmental issues that affect the local community and promote sustainable development.

Students and staff were encouraged to dress in green or sustainable clothing, providing a gold coin donation to support the
World Wildlife Fund.

Our Year 9 commerce students did a fantastic job of running their green day stalls enabling students to enjoy a tasty lunch
while viewing the sustainable art competition entries. Congratulations to all the contestants and a special acknowledgement to
Kate Edwards who won the competition.
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HSC Courses

All of our senior HSC students are finishing course work prior to the upcoming Trial examinations. Students should be finalising
their summaries for each option and have devised a structured plan of revision that includes study techniques best suited to
their individual learning style. Practice papers have been issued to enable students to gain feedback and valuable practice at
the final exam. All successful students from past years identify completing practice papers as one their main keys to success.

Business Studies and Senior Geography

This term the HSC Business Studies students along with the HSC Geography students travelled to Tamburlaine Winery. Our
Senior Geography students completed fieldwork in relation viticulture and the human interaction with the biophysical
environment while our Business Studies students were able to examine first - hand the operations of a winery and talk to the
owners about the challenges of running this type of business.

Students appreciated the time and expertise provided the owners of Tamburlaine. Both groups of students will be able to
utilise the case studies in their upcoming Trial HSC to enhance their responses in the essay component of the examination.
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Year 10 Reserve Bank Talk

In week 2 we were fortunate to have a visit from the Reserve Bank of Australia. Year 10 students had the opportunity to listen
to some young economists about the following areas:

What is economics?

Using the analysis tools of economics to investigate real world issues

Why is economics useful as a life professional skill as well as why choose economics as a tertiary study path
Careers in economics

The feedback from students was very positive in terms of gaining a greater understanding of the this essential subject and
potential career path. Thank you to Mr Berry for organising this.

Science

Preliminary Biology and Earth and Environmental Science Field Trip

On the 14™ and 15™ of June, the Preliminary Biology and Earth and Environmental Science classes undertook a field study at
the Hunter Wetlands Centre. The Biology classes studied the use of the wetland area by indigenous peoples and gained
knowledge of a variety of ecological survey methods. The Earth and Environmental Science class focused on the impacts of
introduced species on the wetlands ecosystem, including Alligator Weed and Mosquitofish.
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Languages

JAPANESE OBENTO BOX CHALLENGE

Year 8 Japanese students have kicked off our ‘Dining in Japan’ unit by creating their own Japanese lunch boxes.... How fabulous
are these? Too good to eat!!! Mrs Allen has been impressed with their creativity with these tasty treats.... The winning Obento
Box was Liz Wood with Totoro.. congratulations to all of Year 8 on a fabulous job and to Liz for putting this popular little
character into a delicious rice dish!
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CHOPSTICK RACES....

Testing our chopstick skills, we didn’t break any world records but we had a lot of fun!

Learnto-mingle.... Be bilingualll!!
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JAPANESE EXCHANGE VISIT

We have been very fortunate to have had a visit from 13 students and 1 teacher from Japan during the first 3 weeks of Term 3.
Our guests came from all over Japan and enjoyed home stays and sightseeing around Newcastle, as well as attending ESL
lessons and everyday classes at Merewether High. The highlight of the tour, as expressed by our guests was the friendships
and memories they made with students at MHS and their host families.

This has been a wonderful opportunity for us to learn about Japanese culture, develop our Japanese and communication skills
and have fun making new friends from Japan. Learning about Japanese traditions and arts and crafts on the pot luck dinner
evening was great fun. The time went very quickly and there were some teary goodbyes but as one Japanese boy warmly
expressed “no matter if it is one year, 50 years or 100 years we will never forget these precious memories”.

We would like to thank the following students for hosting and being buddies to our visitors- Ryan Stoodley, Connor
Montgomery, Dane Conlon, Nikki Burgman, Caitlin & Isabella Luo, Ben Bach, Ben Hallett, Alexander Price, Taskil Dastoor, Isaac
Lyon, Josephine Gallop, Saffron Sabine, Alyssa Wharton & Harry Nash. We'd also like to thank all staff at MHS who kindly
allowed the Japanese teacher and students into their classrooms and all the students of MHS who warmly welcomed our
guests. This was not only a great chance for the Japanese students to learn about Australia, but a great experience for our
students to develop communication skills, practise Japanese and enjoy new friendships.
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TAS

Year 10 Food Technology

In Year 10 Food Technology we have studied the units “A Fair Share For All” which is based on Food Equity and ‘Food Trends’
which examines current food trends in the Hospitality industry and how it influences the food we eat.

We have combined the theory of both of these units to produce a pop-up restaurant. Students were to design the menu
items that they produced, order the quantities for 50 serves, cost the product, market their restaurant and then try to sell their
products to have the biggest profit margin. We had many different products made from our pop-up restaurant was held in the
Quad at the end of Term 2 and proved very popular with the student body. Year 10 were right on trend producing item such as
cinnamon scrolls, dessert balls, cookie dough brownies, arancini balls, and quesadillas. Profits made were then donated to
Robin’s Nest, a charitable organisation that provides education and basic needs to assist children who are at risk or who have
been orphaned in both Indian and Kenya. We donated a total of $751.80 to Robin of Robins Nest at assembly on August 9.
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Preliminary Hospitality

On August 1 and 3 the Preliminary Hospitality Students completed their unit of competency for Prepare and Serve Espresso
Coffee at The CBD College in Newcastle. Students learnt how to set up and breakdown a commercial coffee machine, how to
confidently drop a shot of espresso and identify the characteristics of a good shot. They have gained skills in spinning milk to
produce the perfect cappuccino and what is a coffee without Latte art? Students from Year 10 and 11 had a great day learning
and honing new skills.
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IMHS shines out in Starstruck - By Saskia Ferguson and Zara Horton

On the 15th and 16th of June 2018 the annual performing arts extravaganza presented by the Hunter area of the NSW
Department of Education and Communities featured 3500 students from over 120 Hunter schools. This included Merewether
High students involving 15 dancers, a drama group and featured singers including Kofi Harara of Year 11.

This year’s theme was Connect, which explores the vital connections students need throughout their childhood. In the 26th
Starstruck production the ability to connect to family, friends, culture and the world is represented through communication,
music, dance and drama.

After many rehearsals and detailed costume organisation, we were ready to undertake the live performances. The dancers
thrilled the audience in both ‘Roller Skate’ and the crowd pleaser ‘Africa’ while the drama students performed in the
welcoming Beauty and the Beast number, ‘Be our guest’ and played out a ‘Newcastle morning’.

The shows were an exuberant buzz and it was made clear that everybody involved in Starstruck gave it their all which made it
an incredible experience. It was able to run smoothly and be a memorable occasion thanks to Mrs Scollay, Mrs D’Amico and
Mrs Roxby.
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CAPA

State Music Camp

Three Merewether students attended the 2018 Senior Music Camp at Narrabeen. Eve Leacey (Year
9), Isabel Formby (Year 12) and Adrienne Hanslow (Year 12) are pictured above at the final concert of
this year’s NSW Senior State Music Camp. The camp was held in the final week of Term 2 and is a
jam-packed week of making music, working with professional musicians and educators, as well as
making connections with other students across the State.

After an audition process, Adrienne was selected to play 1* flute in the Orchestra and had many solo
opportunities during the week. She was also asked to announce the Orchestral performance at the
final Concert and this is a huge honour for Adrienne. Eve was one of only nine oboe players chosen
to attend the camp and played with one of the Wind Bands for the week. Isabel was selected to lead
the cello section for the main item of the week — Camp Item. This is an amazing achievement, as the
item involves all students and staff performing in a spectacular final performance.

The three girls performed fabulously and represented the school extremely well.

Merewether Portrait Prize and MONA excursion

Visual Arts students have been involved in many and various activities over the past few months. Our HSC students (both Year
11 accelerated and Year 12) travelled down to Hobart to visit the iconic MONA gallery where artworks of many various and
differing concepts and materials were viewed. This excursion was a profound experience for our students as it enabled them to
participate in a subterranean gallery like no other in the world.

The Year 11 Visual Arts students also held their annual Merewether Portrait Prize last term, where portraits of teachers are
created as a nod to our interpretation of the Archibald Prize. Otilie Edwards was judged as winner of the Merewether Portrait
Prize by guest judge Nicole Swilkes from Newcastle Art Gallery for a portrait of Ms Wenham and Brianna-Lee Block received
the Encouragement Award for her portrait of Ms Morrow. Nicholas Wilson won the People's Choice with his portrait of Ms
Allen. Congratulations to all who participated and for such a fabulous exhibition.
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Newcastle Music Festival

Congratulations to the Merewether students who have participated in the Newcastle Music Festival. Elliot Kozary was
successful in winning the Joyce Blewitt Memorial Award at the Newcastle Music Teachers' Association awards ceremony at
Newcastle Conservatorium on 11 August. Elliot competed for the award, which was adjudicated by Maria Raspopova from
Omega Ensemble. In addition, members of Hunter Singers performed with the Festival Chorus for Britten's Saint Nicolas
cantata, conducted by Philip Matthias, and Faure's Requiem, conducted by Kim Sutherland.
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POSH Concert

Merewether's musicians were on show at Newcastle Conservatorium on 2 August for the 16th Annual POSH Concert. Year 12
performers preparing for the HSC presented works from their performance programs, and all MHS Ensembles demonstrated
the very high standard of performance we have come to expect from them. Congratulations to the Concert Band, Jazz
Ensemble, Flute Quintet, Saxophone Quartet, Vocal Ensemble, String Ensemble and JAM Ensemble. Congratulations also to the
recipients of the MHS Ensemble Medal for outstanding commitment to our ensembles for six years. Special thanks to the CAPA
staff for their coordination of the event.
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Lizotte’s

Our wonderful Year 12 students presented an outstanding evening of entertainment at Lizotte’s at the end of last term. They
were joined by some Year 11 students for a few items as well. A full house enjoyed seeing such a high standard of performers!

Hawkesbury Eisteddfod

MHS Instrumental Ensembles will be heading to the Hawkesbury Eisteddfod on Monday 20 August. We wish the students all
the best for this competition. Excursion notes are available from the CAPA staffroom or on Moodle.

P &C/Canteen News

CANTEEN SURVEY

A survey was sent this week to all past and present MHS canteen volunteers. The survey is designed to provide a snapshot of
how our volunteers feel about working in the canteen, what we can improve, and what we're doing well. We also hope it will
help identify ways to attract new volunteers.

The survey is 100% anonymous. We have used the Google Forms system to ensure we cannot collect any information about
those who complete the survey. No names or identifying information will be attached to any of the feedback.

If you didn’t receive a copy of the survey but would like to complete it, please email the P&C’s Canteen Convenor, Sally
Thompson, on: sally@thecreativespace.com.au and she will send you a link to the form.

NEXT MEETING

The next meeting of the P&C will be held in the Independent Learning Centre on Tuesday, 21 August at 7pm. All are very wel-
come to attend. The meeting will conclude by 8.30pm at the latest.

We are still on the lookout for a new secretary for the P&C. If you would like to nominate yourself or someone else, please
email details to: merewetherhighpandcsecretary@gmail.com

CAN YOU HELP?

The canteen is the main P&C fundraiser at Merewether High and the only way we can raise funds to help our school AND pro-
vide our students with lots of healthy meal choices is through the wonderful work of our canteen volunteers.

We urgently need helpers on a number of Mondays, Tuesdays and Fridays this year. If you can help out, even for one day a

term, it would be greatly appreciated. If you can’t do a full day but can offer two or three hours, that would also be of help.

If you can lend a hand, please either email merewetherhighpandccanteen@gmail.com or phone the school on 4969 3855 and
ask to be put through to the canteen.

From time-to-time we put out urgent calls for help on the Skoolbag app. Many thanks to those who kindly volunteer at short
notice.

SUSTAINABILITY

From the start of term three, the canteen committee has eliminated the use of plastic cutlery and straws in the canteen. Bam-
boo spoons and forks are now provided with meals and included in the price. If students require additional cutlery, it needs to
be purchased, rather than taken for free as was previously the case. This is a deliberate strategy to encourage students to con-
sider their consumption of single use items and provide an incentive to reduce their usage. Students are encouraged to bring
reusable cutlery to use with meals from home.
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ENTERTAINMENT BOOKS

Entertainment Books are a wonderful initiative which pay for themselves many times over. They are also a way to help

fundraise for your school. You can order a copy on line, by following this link: www.entertainmentbook.com.au/
orderbooks/3466u6

The books remain great value at $65 each! Digital editions can be downloaded on line, and hard copies can be collected or
purchased at the school canteen (cash only please, unfortunately EFTPOS can’t be used for these purchases).

Please forward this information to family and friends who may be able to help us meet our fundraising goals. For any
questions, contact Tracie McNulty: tracie.mcnulty@yahoo.com.au
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Merewether High
Sports Tour 2018

We wish to thank the following for their generous support of our 2018
touring teams
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Merewether High School

PLEASE COMPLETE THIS FORM IF YOU HAVE A CHANGE OF FAMILY DETAILS

PLEASE ANSWER ALL QUESTIONS.

DATE OF CHANGE: Roll class/Scholastic year:

STUDENT-First name: Surname:

FAMILY NAME IF DIFFERENT FROM STUDENTS:

ADDRESS DETAILS

MAILING TITLE:

NEW RESIDENTIAL ADDRESS:

SUBURB: POST CODE:

NEW MAILING ADDRESS (if different to above):

SUBURB: POST CODE:
OLD ADDRESS:
SUBURB: POSTCODE:

CONTACT DETAILS FOR PARENTS/CARERS

15T PARENT/CARERS NAME:

HOME: MOBILE: WORK:
2N PARENT/CARERS NAME:
HOME: MOBILE: WORK:

FAMILY EMAIL ADDRESS:

EMERGENCY CONTACT DETAILS — other than parents

15T EMERGENCY CONTACT NAME: Relationship to student
HOME: MOBILE: WORK:

2P EMERGENCY CONTACT NAME: Relationship to student
HOME: MOBILE: WORK:

FAMILY LAW DETAILS (please provide a copy of court orders if applicable)

TYPE OF ORDER: DATE:

ACCESS DETAILS:

PARENT/CARER SIGNATURE: DATE:
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AUGUST
Mon 20/8 Y12 Trial HSC commences
Tues 21/8 P&C Meeting - 7pm - ILC
Mon 27/8 Y11 Blackout Period commences
Fri 31/8 Y12 Trial HSC concludes
SEPTEMBER
Tues 4/9 Y12 ELEVATE - ‘Finishing Line’
Wed 5/9 CHS Athletics - day 1/3
Thurs 6/9 CHS Athletics - day 2/3
Fri 7/9 CHS Athletics - day 3/3
Mon 10/9 Y11 Final Assessment period commences
Tues 11/9 Y12 PLG
Tues 18/9 Y7 PLG
P&C Meeting 7pm - ILC
Fri 21/9 Y11 Final Assessment period concludes proposed
Mon 24/9 Y12 Meeting
Y12 (2019) Extension Course Information Session - 4:30pm
Y7 Vaccinations
Wed 26/9 Y12 Reports Issued
Sports Presentation Assembly - 9:00am
Y12 Formal
Fri 28/9 Y12 Presentation Assembly - 9:30am
Term 4 OCTOBER
Mon 15/10 Y12 (2019) Learning Conference
ELEVATE - Time Management & Student Elevation
Tues 16/10 Y7 (2020) Information Session - 4:00pm
Wed 17/10 Y7 (2019) Challenge Day - 9:30am - 1:00pm

Thurs 18/10

HSC Commences

Mon 29/10 Y11 Reports issued
Tues 30/10 Y7 PLG
Fri 31/10 Y9 Urban Challenge - day 1/3
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NOVEMBER
Thurs1/11 Y9 Urban Challenge - day 2/3
Fri 2/11 Y9 Urban Challenge - day 3/3
Mon 5/11 Y7 - 10 Blackout Period commences
Tues 6/11 Y8 PLG
Mon 12/11 Y7 - 10 Assessment Period
Tues 13/11 YO PLG
Fri 16/11 Last Day HSC
Tues 20/11 Y10 PLG
Fri 23/11 Prefects’ Investiture - 11:00am
Tues 27/11 Y11 (Y12 - 2019) PLG

Thurs 29/11

Y11 Assembly - 11:00am

DECEMBER

Mon 3/12 Learning Reflection Y7
Mon 10/12 Learning Reflection Y8
Tues 11/12 Y7 (2019) Orientation Day
Mon 17/12 Y10 Assembly - 9:00am

Y9 Assembly - 11:00am
Tues 18/12 Y8 Assembly - 9:00am

Y7 Assembly - 11:00am
Wed 19/12 Presentation Assembly - 10:30am

Last Day of School

Thurs 20/12

Y12 BBQ - 11:00am




